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2 years for the price of 1 

Pay just £57 for 24 issues 
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HETAS 


It's about delicious summer evenings. The gentle 
crackle of a real fire and the aroma of freshly cooked food. 
It's about good friends, lots of laughter and an afternoon 
you wish could go on forever. 

Bring Scandinavian style outside this year. 
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MAKING LIFE WARMER SINCE 1853 


Gome into our world... 



Country Homes 8e Interiors is so much more 
than a magazine. You can download us every 
month digitally whatever your device or 
platform - iPad or iPhone, Kindle Fire, Nook, 
Zinio, Koho and Google Play. For details, check 
out housetohome.co.uk/digital-editions 

For the latest Country Homes & Interiors online 
features and social media chat, find us at 



Country Days blog: country-days.co.uk 
facebook.com/countryhomesandinteriors 
twitter, com/country homesmag 
pinterest. com/ country homesmag 
instagram . com/ country homesmag 
Website: housetohome. co.uk/countryhomesandinteriors 





Download your digital 
edition for inspirational 
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Go to housetohome. 
co.uk/digital-editions 
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Happy holidays! It’s the month for kicking hack and 
enjoying the pleasures of leisurely outdoor living. Turn 
the pages of this issue and you’ll see that dreamy 
alfresco kitchens, lazy hammocks and eat-in-the-garden 
tables aU feature as the country-style must-haves of 
the moment. The season’s prettiest florals take pride 
of place in our ‘Blooming lovely!’ decorating feature 
(page 54), and we also show you how to make aromatic 
home fragrancers from homegrown herbs (page 70). 

Days out and picnics with friends and family are 
de ligueur right now, so we couldn’t resist shorthsting 
our favourite kit - from hampers to hoopla (page 64) 
- and coming up with recipes for salads, baguettes 
and sweet treats (page 115) to wrap and pack, so you 
can eat your way to the perfect picnic... Enjoy! 



PS... Come and see us at The Country Brocante, 
a celebration of simply beautiful country style, 
at Petworth Park, Sussex, on Saturday 4 July. 
For details, go to thecountrybrocante.co.uk. 


(home.co.uk/countryliomesandinteriors 




Things we can’t 
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Chairs, £185 each, Neptune. Deckchair frame, 
£40, John Lewis; sling, Cecile Rose, £56 m, 
Sanderson. Cushion, Chelsea, £47 m, 
Sanderson. Tablecloth, £135, The Linen Works. 
Runner, Faded Floral, £190 m, Bennison. 
Crockery, from a selection, Burleigh, Marks & 
Spencer, Zara Home, Jane Booth and Loaf. 
Glasses, from £5.95 for 6, Pedlars. Carafe; 

green glasses, similar from John Lewis. 
Pitchers (from left): 1 £24.95, Graham and 
Green; 2 £22, Charlotte Macey; 3 £21 , Graham 
and Green; 4 £23, Sophie Allport; 5 £40, Cox & 
Cox. Bunting, £13, Not on the High Street. 


Country days 
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Tuscany champagne glasses, 

£7 each; jug, from a selection, 

The White Company. 



Beautifully crafted containers for dressing 
the garden. Tall wicker and zinc planters, £65 
for 2 assorted, Cox & Cox. 



PINTEREST 

For more things we/ 
can't live without, 

follow US at 
countryhomesmag 


Wearing 
pretty prints ^ 
inspired by _ 
garden blooms. 

Mrs Treloar shirti 
£35; Slip Jeans, 
£55, Seasalt. 



1 A colourful tray for serving afternoon tea. My Garden tray, W27cm, £1 8, 
Berry Red. 2 Inviting feathered friends into the garden. Enamel bird feeder, 
H11cm, £8.95, Dotcomgiftshop. 3 Pretty porcelain. Evie jugs, H10cm, £42 
each. Rowan 8c Wren. 4 Carrying sauces and marinades outside with ease. 

Willow condiments holder, H24.5cm, £5, Sainsbury's. 5 Timeless travel 
accessories. Tweed weekender bag, H32xW46xD24cm, £75, English Heritage. » 
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Country days 
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6 Fine china for garden parties. Rosie Lee plate, £20, Ted Baker for 
Portmeirion. 7 Decorative picnicware. Melamine bowl, £8.99; cup, £4.50, Rice. 

8 Somewhere to sit outside in a sunny spot. Display stool, H37, £48, Grand 
Illusions. 9 Embracing on-trend mint - the shade of the summer. Mug, £14, 

Le Creuset at John Lewis. 10 Pretty storage for homemade lemonade. Wooden 
box, HI 0xW44xD22cm, £30, GreenGate at The Happy Hen House. 


it, it 


Ply a kite at Bristol’s 
International Kite Festival - this 
fun day out for all the family 
has kite-making workshops and 
air displays, 22-23 August, 
klte-festival.org.uk. 

Care for our coastlines 

by taking part in a national 
beach-cleaning event. Visit 
mcsuk.org for details. 

Spot beautiful butterflies 

on a guided walk along an old 
railway trail taking in Dorset’s 
scenic countryside on the way, 

2 August, dorsetbutterflies.com. 

Explore tranquil 
Welsh waterways on a 

traditional narrowboat holiday 
- no saihng experience required! 
Visit beaconparkboats.com. 



Shiny Weft towels, from £5 each; Scallop Lace 
Edge towels, from £8 each; glass jars, from £6 
each, all Holly Willoughby For The Home at BHS. 
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FEATURE TAMARA KELLY, (EVENTS) TARA KING STYLING (MAIN) CAROL WORTLEY BISHOP, (MOODBOARD) 
HOLLY PHILLIPS PHOTOGRAPHS (MAIN) SPIKE POWELL, (MOODBOARD) PIXELEYES PHOTOGRAPHY 





Create a pretty, feminine feel 
with a soft pastel palette 
teamed with seasoned wood 
and rattan furniture. 
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(Clockwise, from top left), envelope (from 
set of boxed cards), £9.95, Liberty. Butterfly 
Garden seeds, £14, Seedlings Cards & Gifts. 
Pretty Maids wallpaper, £52 a roll, Vanessa 
Arbuthnott. Ice cream cones, £19.99 for 12, 
Chocolate on Chocolate at Not on the High 
Street. Scissors, £16, Anthropologie. Purple 
Floral notebook, £16.95, Liberty. Fabrics, 
Faded Floral, £190 m, Bennison. Dot to Dot, 
£55 m, Louise Body. Oh Happy Days card, 
£2.50, Louise and Lygo. Tags, 85p each. Studio 
Seed. Rambling rose straw, £3.95 for 12, 
Dotcomgiftshop. Dog lead, £59.50, Mutts & 
Hounds. Carpets, Spearmint Gingham; Candy 
Point; Spearmint Spot, all £75 sq m, Brintons. 
Ruler, £5.95, Liberty. Fabrics, Birdsong; Posies, 
both £54 m. Peony & Sage. Little Stripe Rose, 
£48 m. Cabbages & Roses. Washi tapes, £3.50 
each; twine, from £4, Peach Blossom. 
Teacup and saucer, £12; spoon, £1 8 for 6; 
plate, £6, Country Parlour collection, John 
Lewis. Napkin, £20 for 4, Ochre & Ocre. 
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We’ve got the widest selection of paint, wallpaper 
and fabrics to transform your home. 

For great service, expert knowledge and free delivery, 
visit brewers.co.uk to find your nearest store 
and more inspiration. 


Brewers 



OVER 150 BRANCHES ACROSS THE COUNTRY BREWERS.CO.UK 




FEATURE TARA KING PHOTOGRAPH (BOOK) RHAPSODY 






MEET OUR FAVODBITE 
DESIGNER MAKER 


Alice Shields 

Illustrator and ceramicist Alice 
makes playful home accessories 
at her studio in Somerset. 

What made you want to 
become a designer? I've always 
loved drawing and discovered 
a passion for ceramics on my 
foundation course, so decided 
to combine the two. Friends and 
family liked what I was making, 
which motivated me to carry on. 
What inspires you? Colour, 
people, snatches of overheard 
conversation, walks in the 
countryside, trips to the coast, 
drawing... all sorts. 

Where do you work? I rent a 
space in a ceramics studio with 
20 other craftspeople. It's full to 
the brim with boxes, bubble wrap 
and freshly rolled clay. I love 
it - it feels like a second home. 
What makes your business 
special? I like my customers to 
feel relaxed. Humour and colour 
play a key role - my earthenware 
door signs always raise a smile 
and my bird coasters (above), 

£12 each, never fail to delight. 
What's next? I am working on a 
new range of brightly coloured 
porcelain jewellery and 
homewares, both of which are 
proving to be very exciting. 
Describe your creative style 
in three words. Fun, humorous, 
colourful. 

For more 
information 
about Alice's 
designs, visit 
alice-shields. 
co.uk. 



Fabrics, from left. Wicker, col Sage (just seen); 


River Fish Mono, col Yellow; Painted Daisy; 
River Fish Mono, col Blue; River Fish Multi; 
Wicker, col Green, all £20 m, Cath Kidston. 



Love fish prints... 

These eheerfal Cath Kidston cotton 
fabrics that celebrate nature are 
among our favourite designs this 
season. The River Pish collection, 
inspired by freshwater life found in 
the streams and rivers near the 
designer’s Cotswold home, features 
hand-drawn fish and aquatic plants in 
white on pastel shades or in rainbow 
colours on a white background. The 
motifs also appear on a range of Cath 
Kidston china and home accessories. All 
sit beautifully alongside co-ordinating 
ditsy florals and wicker-style plains. 





WE WAFT THESE NOW... 

Pop tealights into pretty votives, 
£9 for three, from the new 
Country Cottage collection at 
Next. Embossed with delicate 
flora and fauna motifs, they 
would make charming additions 
to country sideboards and sills. 



Book of the month 


Designer and creator of shabby 
chic Rachel Ashwell shows you 
how to make the most of vintage 
treasures and flea-market finds 
in her latest book. The World of 
Shabby Chic (£27, Rizzoli). 
Inspiring pictures and insider style 
tips accompany her life story as 
the pioneer of this interiors trend. 
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fewf Dressers 



Classic styles that look 
great in any country home. 

1 BRAMLEY, H200xW159x 
D53cm, £1,600, Laura Ashley. 

2 CHICHESTER, H209x 
W163xD49cm, £2,195, 
Neptune. 

3 MONTAGUE, HI 95x 

W150xD45cm, £925, The 
Cotswold Company. 


SEE PAGE 133 FOR PHONE NUMBERS AND WEBSITES 
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MEET OUR PAVOURTTB 
TROPICAL PLANT EXPERT 


James Wong 

Ethno-botanist, TV presenter, 
garden designer and twice 
Chelsea Gold medal winner, 
James loves exotic plants. 
What's the secret to tropical 
plant success here? Become 
adept at fakery! Tropical' UK 
gardening is about cheating 
the convincing look of warmer 
climes. Lots of hardy plants 
look exotic, from ornamental 
rhubarbs to the quirkier 
rhododendrons and bamboos. 
Even native ferns and mosses 
blend into an exotic scheme, 
with a hardy palm or tree fern 
to trick the viewer into thinking 
it's come from Kew Gardens. 

In your tropical Chelsea 
gardens what worked best? 
Besides the towering rainforest 
palms and rare orchids, visitors 
were excited by the living walls. 
Yet these weren't tropical but 
comprised common temperate 
species. A favourite was a mix 
of saxifrage, hardy ferns and 
mind-your-own-business. With 
lush planting, these work as 
well in Bedfordshire as Bali. 
Which tropical-style plants 
overwinter outdoors? The 
Chusan palm (above) with its 
fan-shaped leaves is hardy to 
-20°C. Also try hardy orchids, 
from pleiones 
to bletillas, 
hailing from 
cool Asian 
woodlands. 
Visit James 
wong.co.uk. 




Become a seed hunter 

Ifs time to forage for seed from plants 
that have finished flowering. Choose a 
dry, windless day and look for seed pods 
about to split. Cut the seed heads and 
invert into a paper bag. Close the bag, 
without crushing the seed heads, and 
label. Pop the bag in a dry place so 
seeds can ripen further. When the pods 
open, tip out contents on a dry surface 
and separate seeds from seed heads. 
Store the cleaned seed in an envelope, 
seal and label. Keep in a cool, dry place 
until ready for use. Your plant collection 
will have trebled at no extra cost! 



WE WAlSPr THESE NOW.. 

A handy gardener's pouch with 


deep pockets in washable hemp, 
H32xW23cm, £25; trowel, £32; 
hoe, £40, all Implementations. 

VV 4C/Vt 

Obelisks 



Let climbers reach for the sky... 

1 NATURAL WOODEN SHARD, 

H150xW41cm, £52.99, Crocus. 

2 ROUND WIRE COLUMN, H205 
xW47cm, £74, Harrod Horticultural. 

3 WIRE SPIRAL OBELISK, H150x 
W30cm, £17.99, Waitrose Garden. 



WOW-FACTOR PLANT 

‘Pineapple Princess Glitter’ 

Eor those who love a bit of sparkle in their life comes 
Eucomis 'Pineapple Princess Glitter'. Launched this year 
by Wyevale Nurseries, the tall purple flower spikes of this 
pineapple lily open to reveal glittery gold stems that 
truly do shine in the sunshine! It will thrive in a sunny 
position and is frost hardy in the south, but may need 
protection in northern parts. £12.99, Wyevale Nurseries. 


TO DO THIS MONTH... It's been a good year for wisteria, but now is the time to prune it. Carry 
on deadheading flowering plants and water containers regularly, using collected rain water if possible. 


14 liousetoliome.co.uk/countryliomesandinteriors 
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Your new American-Style Fridge Freezer. 

All you need inside for 
everyone to chill outside. 



Samsung 4-Door RF9000 American-Style Fridge Freezer 


It’s summer, so everyone wants a barbie. The kids N EED ice cream. And your guests 
would love an ice-cold beer, or six. 

Stay cool. At Currys PC World we have a huge range of American-Style Fridge 
Freezers, so we can find the one that’s right for you. 

Like this Samsung with a clever Cool Select Plus Zone™ which opens the door to the 
ultimate in flexible cooling. It lets you choose to have more fridge, OR more freezer. 
So you can always chill more Prosecco, or freeze more ice cream. 

And we’ll even deliver it for free in most areas.^ How cool is that? 


Currys 0 PC World 

WE START WITH YOU 


^Subject to availability. Website offers and prices may vary. All offers subject to availability. DSG Retail Ltd., Maylands Avenue, Hemel Hempstead, Herts., HP2 7TG. Registered in England. No. 504877. 
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MEET OUR FAVOURITE 
ARTISAN SALT PRODUCER 


Steven Osborne 

Ask a top chef about salt, and 
Maldon Sea Salt Flakes will 
almost certainly be their favourite. 
Maldon Salt Company was 
established in 1882 and is now in 
the hands of Steven Osborne, the 
fourth generation of the founder's 
family. The salt is still produced in 
the traditional way at the Maldon 
salt works on the East coast. 

What makes your salt special? So 
much of salt's flavour lies in the 
shape of the crystals and how they 
are experienced on the tongue. 
Maldon salt flakes release their 
saltiness with a sweet precision, 
adding extra texture and crunch. 
You won't believe it but... Legend 
has it that salt was first made 
in Maldon nearly 2,000 years ago 
when the slaves of a local Roman 
garrison commander overheated 
his bathwater, inadvertently 
discovering a new method of 
producing salt from seawater. 
Any top serving tips? Ta ke a 
generous pinch between your 
thumb and middle finger and add 
to roast potatoes, chips, salads and 
almost everything else besides. 
Have you won any awards? 
Maldon Salt was granted the 
Royal Warrant in 201 2. This is not 
technically an award of course, 

but we were still 
very proud to 
receive it! 

For more 
information, 
visit maldonsalt. 
co.uk or call 
01621 853315. 




There's more to redcurrants than just 
a pretty truss to be used as a garnish. 
Delicious in summer puddings, berry 
compotes and trifle, tangy redcurrants 
also taste wonderful in sorbets and 
rippled through parfaits. They lend zing 
to savoury dishes, too, in jellies, sauces 
and gravies to accompany roasts, while 
a handful scattered over a beetroot and 
goat’s cheese salad works a treat. Try 
this dressing drizzled over salads: whisk 
4 tbsp orange juice, 1 tbsp red wine 
vinegar, 4 tbsp walnut oil and 1 tsp 
wholegrain mustard. Stir in a punnet 
of redcurrants and season to taste. 


Go with the currants 


Book of the month 


Calling all foragers! With 
400-plus recipes using 
almost 100 plants. Edible 
Wild Plants & Herbs by 
Pamela Michael is a field 
guide, too, illustrating the 
edible parts of plants at 
peak picking times. A 
must-have for country 
dwellers (£1 5, Grub Street). 



WE WANT 

THIS NOW... 

Made to a family recipe in 

Co Cork, Glenilen 


Farm Lemonade 


Cordial contains 
freshly squeezed 
lemons, sugar, 
water and 
nothing else. It 
dilutes to make 

5 litres of 

i 

aiikiN 

lemonade. Serve 

with ice, sliced 

MRH 

lemon and mint. 

lemonade 

£4.25 for 1 L, 

COHDfAi 

Ocado and 
independents. 

— 
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Mini 

barbecues 


1 

— \ 



Small but perfectly formed... 

1 LOTUS INSTANT BARBECUE 
WITH TURBO FAN, £129, 
optional grill hood, £49; pizza 
stone set, £55, Cuckooland.com. 

2 WITTERINGS BARBECUE, 
£35, Garden Trading. 

3 CERAMIC BARBECOOK 
TABLETOP BARBECUE, 
£129.99, Lakeland. 


SEE PAGE 133 FOR PHONE NUMBERS AND WEBSITES 
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MEET ODH PAVOUHTTE 
SHOP OWMERS 

John Tanner 
and Richard 
Swallow 


What inspired you to open 
Tanner & Lawson? We started 
out with a shop in London, 
then Richard came across 
a converted old forge with a 
south-facing courtyard in the 
beautiful village of Burnham 
Market in North Norfolk. 
Within just a few months we 
were heading towards the 
coast of East Anglia... 

How would you describe the 
shop's style? We showcase 
work by British makers and 
contemporary fine artists 
to create an exciting retail 
experience. Eclectic displays 
might feature a large abstract 
oil by Jane Lewis hanging 
above a dark Jacobean 
console table, on top of 
which sits a vibrant red table 
lamp by Marianna Kennedy. 
What makes your shop so 
special? We combine the 
shop with a gallery exhibition 
space. Buying fine art can be 
an intimidating experience, 
especially for the first time, 
but we have created a relaxed 
environment in which to do it. 
Tanner & Lawson, 

The Old Forge, North 
Street, Burnham Market, 
Norfolk 
PE31 8HG, 
01328 
738410, 
tanner 
lawson. 
co.uk. 





Head to a music festival 

Gather withfriends and family to enjoy 
the many delights on offer at one of these 
great summer festivals. Be inspired by 
musicians, artists, writers and chefs at 
Port Eliot (above) in Cornwall (30 July 
to 2 > August, porteliotfestival.com). The 
Wickham Festival in Hampshire (6-9 
August, wickhamfestival.co.uk) prides 
itself on being family friendly with 
music plus puppet theatre, crafts and 
film. Newcomer Northbound, which takes 
place in Cumbria, promises fantastic 
affordable entertainment, including 
local and emerging artists, delicious 
homemade food and a silent disco 
(7-9 August, northboundfestival.co.uk). 



Wild ^ 
swimming 

Take a dip in one of our 
top three swim-friendly 
rivers and lakes (from 
wildswimming.co.uk). 

SANTON DOWNHAM 
VILLAGE, LITTLE OUSE 

On the Norfolk/Suffolk borders, 
this pretty chalk strearu runs 
through Thetford Eorest. Swim 
under the local bridge and 
past the village hall, then 
downstream by the river path. 
KING'S HAT, BEAULIEU RIVER 
Perfect for families, these calm 
and shallow waters set in the 
enchanting New Eorest of 
Hampshire also have beautiful 
woodlands to explore nearby. 
KINDER SCOUT, 

MERMAID'S POOL 
Best for seasoned wild 
swimmers, this salty Peak 
District pool offers great rocky 
views of The Roaches. 


• ON COURSE... Bring your business ideas to life at 
a residential workshop in the Cotswolds for creative 
entrepreneurs. Led by photographer and stylist Lyndsey 
James, the course runs from to 24 September and 
costs £595. To apply, visit lyndsey-james.co.uk/escape. 


18 housetohome.co.uk/countryhomesandinteriors 


FEATURE COLUMBA COLIVET PHOTOGRAPHS (SWIMMING) WILD THINGS PUBLISHING; (PORT ELIOT FESTIVAL) MICHAEL BOWLES. 
(WILD SWIMMING, NORFOLK AND HAMPSHIRE) AMENDED EXTRACT FROM WILD GUIDE, £1 5.99, WILDTHINGSPUBLISHING.COM. 
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Beautiful bespoke window coverings have been Hillarys signature for over 40 years. With a dedicated in-honne service, 
you'll be able to view our stunning range of fabrics in the connfort of your home and receive expert advice from our team. 
Plus, we'll even take care of the measuring and fitting. 


H I LL ARYS 

Mafee a window. Make a room. 


TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT WITH YOUR LOCAL ADVISOR 
CALL 0800 916 6572 OR VISIT HILLARYS. CO. UK 
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East Sussex farmliouse 




What we love most 
about living here... 

‘The space - inside 
and out - the woods, 
river, fields and 
animals on our 
doorstep. We see 
deer most days’ 
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Dining room Dark wood 
and leather dining chairs, 
from a local antiques shop, 
add character to this dramatic 
space. Table, similar from 
l&JL Brown. Tablecloth 
fabric. Cabbages & Roses. 






t 





East Sussex fannhouse 




It was a classic case of finding a dream house in the co-untry 
and wanting to give their children an idyllic rural childhood that 
led Rebecca and Bill Collison to move from their cottage in Lewes 
closer to the rolling scenery of the East Sussex coast. When 
they first saw the house, they knew it was the one for them. 

‘I adore old houses,’ says Rebecca, ‘and this house has a lovely 
flow internally. I loved the different periods, depending on which 
part you are in - oak beams and lower ceilings in some areas, 
sash windows and high ceilings in the Georgian part. Also, most 
of the rooms have more than one aspect and pretty views.’ 

The sale, however, wasn’t without its hiccups. ‘The house 
went to sealed bids and we didn’t get it,’ says Rebecca. ‘We 
looked at 1 5 other houses afterwards, but none was right, so 
I kept phoning the estate agent to find out if the sale was still 
going through. About two months after we’d put in a sealed bid, 
we got a phone call to say the buyers had pulled out and, as we 
were second on the list, the house was ours!’ The family moved 
in when youngest son Bertie was just three weeks old. 

The house was in a good state of repair, but the couple 
wanted to put their stamp on it. ‘Some of the fireplaces were 
too modern. I like traditional features, so we wanted to take 
them out and replace them with period ones,’ says Rebecca. 

‘I also wanted to change the modern bathroom and shower room.’ 

In addition, the tiny kitchen at the back needed reworking. 

‘I’d inherited an Aga, which I was thrilled about, but wanted 
a big family kitchen,’ says Rebecca. Fortunately, behind the 
kitchen was the original bakehouse, which had been turned into 
a garage for a tractor. ‘We knew we could make it part of the 
kitchen, so asked the conservation officer what we’d be allowed 
to do.’ The bakehouse was renovated and insulated, and the 
broken brick floor replaced. With its vaulted ceiling, beams and 
original baker’s oven that now houses a woodburner, it makes 
a dramatic space. A modern glass link was built to connect the 
bakehouse to the kitchen, which ushers in daylight. 

The house was renovated slowly with rooms redecorated and 
marble fireplaces installed to enhance the period charm. A new 
bathroom was created with a roll-top bath as its focal point. 

Rebecca’s signature style of floral prints and retro finds is in 
evidence throughout. ‘I love antiques fairs and boot sales,’ she 
says. ‘Almost everything has been collected from auction houses, 
antiques fairs, boot sales and antiques shops. I’ll buy new pieces 
and resell the old. Everyone laughs at me, as I’m renowned for 
never being able to resist a piece of china, floral vintage fabric 
or flowery painting - especially since I have three boys!’ » 



At home with... 

Owners Rebecca (above) and 
Bill Collison, who live here with 
their sons, George, 20, Alfie, 1 6, 
and Bertie, 11, plus Dachshund/ 
Maltese Frank. Rebecca, Bill 
and Rebecca's sister, Tania, 
founded Bill's restaurants, which 
Bill still runs. The Collisons 
moved in 11 years ago. 

House A six- bed room 
Grade-ll-listed pre-Georgian 
farmhouse, with Georgian 
additions. 


On our doorstep... 

Visit,.. 'The Sussex Downs, and 
take in the views around Biding 
Gap (01323 423197, national 
trust.org.uk) also the Seven 
Sisters Country Park. It's a great 
day out as you can enjoy the 
impressive chalk cliffs and the sea, 
and cycle round Friston Forest 
(forestry.gov.uk/fristonforest).' 

Shop at... 'Marmalade (01 273 
606138, cafemarmalade.co.uk), 
a deli/cafe in Kemptown, 
Brighton, which sells 
fabulous food.' 

Go foramealat... 'The Ram inn 
(01273 858222, raminn.co.uk) 
in Fide, a beautiful village where 
my mum grew up. The Downs 
are nearby for bracing walks. 
The pub is child- and dog- 
friendly and serves great meals!' 
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East Sussex farmliouse 



Diningroom 

Throw, candelabra, 
Ardingly Antiques 
& Collectors Fair. 
Sofa, Gorringes. / - 



Bathroom Pi roW-Xop bath 
^;^nd armoire accentuate the 
period feel in the spacious 
family bathroom. Bath, 
similar from Drummonds. 



What makes this 
house a home... 

‘The kitchen diner is 
the focal point of the 
house. The boys do 
their homework by 
choice at the kitchen 
table rather than in 
their bedrooms’ 
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FEATURE VIVIENNE AYERS PHOTOGRAPHS DAVID WOOLLEY 










Main bedroom An 
antique French bed sets 
the elegant tone here, 
with pretty florals 
enhancing the look. 
The quilts are part of a 
collection Rebecca has 
been building up over 
the years. Cushions, 
Love Lane Vintage. » 





Room ideas 


Be inspired by... 

Rebecca’s bathroom 



1 Chateauneuf armchair, H98xW60xD67cm, £280, The French Bedroom Company. 2 Cameo 
Rose fabric, £62 m, Kate Forman. 3 Chateau showcase, FI236xW110xD49cm, col Antique 
White, £1,070, Crown French Furniture. 4 Britannia Summer Centrepiece faux flowers and 
vase, £169, Bloom. 5 Osborne & Little Persian Garden cushion, 50cm sq, col Purple, £100, 
Amara. 6 Victoriana traditional rug, 200x140cm, col Gold, £270, Laura Ashley. 7 Imperial 
Sheraton cast-iron slipper bath, FI79xW1 80xD77cm, £2,620, Bathroom Village. 



Ball and claw-foot bath 


Ornate feet are the classic choice 
for a stylish roll top. 

Need to know... 

For centuries, the ball and claw 
design has propped up the base of 
furniture and dining table silverware 
alike, but it's at its most magnificent 
when supporting a roll-top bath. It's 
a practical choice, too, allowing 
access to the plumbing beneath. 
Variations on the ball and claw foot 
include scroll feet and simpler 'deco' 
designs. Find them in chrome, nickel 
or painted finishes. 

where to buy... 

• Bathstore for an acrylic/stone resin 
bath with traditional feet. 

• Drummonds for a roll top with 
scroll feet. 


Find the perfect 

oak floor 





1 White Washed Vanilla, £47.99 sq m; 2 Luxury 
Antique, £41.99 sq m; 3 Vintage Carved, 
£49.99 sq m, all Direct Wood Flooring. 
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FEATURE NIKKI BRADLEY, CAROLINE RODRIGUES 




STRACHAN 


THE ART OF FINE FURNITURE 

SUMMER SALE 

Extra savings on the finest quality bespoke fitted furniture designed just for you 




With up to 30% savings across our entire collection, there’s 
never been a better time to invest in our luxury fitted furniture. 
Our wide range of designs includes everything from bespoke walk- 
in wardrobes and bedrooms to hardworking home offices, elegant 
lounges and indulgent dressing rooms. So whatever your vision 
may be, our expert designers will help you realise it to perfection. 
Request a brochure or arrange a design consultation today. 


Request your copy of our latest brochure 
or arrange your FREE design consultation. 

0800 0138 139 

Please quote offer code CHI 150709, lines open 7 days a week. 

www.strachan.co.uk/chi 


BEDROOMS I DRESSING ROOMS | WALK-IN WARDROBES | WALL BEDS | STUDIES | LOUNGES | CINEMAS | LIBRARIES 





' AN IDYLuC COTSWOLDCTbNE FARMHOUSE IS THE 
=5EX:T SETTING JOR I?0LLY OSVVALD'S INDIVIDUAL STYLE 

1 



Garden Polly (left) 
relaxes on the terrace 
with a friend, while 
husband Alex and 
daughter Martha 
lie in a hammock 
in the shade. » 
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The Pine Man. 


Chairs, Ann May 
& Daughter. 



' ; ■ What make^ tms house 

‘It works well with small^bhildrieii as the kifeiien 
m living room and. playroom'^ are all -oo^ected’ 





Gloucestershire country house 



Kitchen Once a 
pair of small rooms, 
this bright space 
now incorporates 
the dining area, left, 
and is perfect for 
family meals and 
entertaining, while 
the island is handy 
for eating breakfast. 
Stools, similar from 
John Lewis. 

Living room 

Walls and furniture 
in pale colours let 
the beams take 
centre stage, so 
Polly painted the 
coffee table to give 
it a Scandinavian- 
style finish. Chalk 
paint, Annie Sloan. 
Sofa, Sofa.com. 
Cushions, Station 
Mill Antiques. 


Having rented in and near the Cotswolds 

for eight years, Polly and Alex Oswald had moved house 
frequently because nowhere really felt like home. ‘We 
were a little sceptical about the recently converted 
1 6 th-century farmhouse that the estate agent’s brochure 
told us would make a perfect family home,’ says Polly, 
‘especially as it did actually look pretty close to perfect.’ 

It was the splendid garden that ticked Polly’s first box. 
With two little girls at the time, she was longing for a safe, 
enclosed outdoor space for her children to play in. This 
one, with the benefit of its beautiful borders and amazing 
views, exceeded all expectations. 

Inside the house, the country charm continued. The 
couple have amassed quite a collection of furniture, 
artwork and many unique pieces made, painted or 
restored by Polly, but until now nowhere had offered 
quite the right backdrop for her particular style. However, 
the farmhouse with its lovely period features and 
generous proportions was the perfect blank canvas. 

As the couple viewed the house, they mentally ticked 
off many things on their checklist: a spacious kitchen with 
utility room, a large playroom next to the kitchen, and a 
lovely living room. The upstairs layout, too, was just right, 
with enough bedrooms on the first floor for their growing 
family, and the bonus of spare rooms in the attic. 

The owner of the house told Polly that the property 
had been a complete shambles when she first saw it, in » 



At home with... 

Tenants Polly Oswald, who 
runs Cotswold Candles and 
her husband Alex, a graphic 
designer. They live here with 
Molly, seven, Martha, five, 
Archie, one, and Spaniel Bella. 

House Five-bedroom former 
farmhouse dating back 
to the 16 th century. 
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Gloucestershire country house 



On our doorstep... 

Visit,,, 'Burford Garden 
Company (01993 823117, 
burford.co.uk) near Burford. 
It's a wonderful source of 
inspiration throughout the 
seasons, and has a good 
restaurant and play area.' 

Shop at,,, 'Lambournes 
Butchers (01451 830630, 
lambournesbutchers.co.uk) 
in Stow-on-the-Wold, for 
local produce and 
delicious cheeses.' 

Go for a meal at,,, 'The 
King's Head Inn (01608 
658365 kingsheadinn.net) in 
Bledington. A quintessentially 
English country pub by a 
stream in a pretty Cotswold 
village, the food is exceptional 
and it has a beautiful garden 
for summer dining.' 


ZOO 1 . It had been a mixed livestock farm at one time, 
and the farmyard was still a wasteland of tumbledown 
pig sties, tangled wire netting and mud. The house itself 
hadn’t been updated in 70 years. Close to dereliction, it 
had archaic plumbing, while the electrics seemed to be 
treacherous. Even so, the owner had lived in the village 
for 50 years and she knew it was in a prime location, 
ideal for commuters with young families. 

Restoring the property had been a challenge. It needed 
gutting from top to bottom, and skip after skip were filled 
as the house and its garden were gradually stripped back 
to their barest bones. Yet with destruction, came discovery 
and the house’s true character began to emerge: deep 
window seats, original fireplaces, exposed beams and 
wooden floorboards. Bit by bit, the house came back to life. 
It took more than two years to take shape, then finally it 
became the place that Polly and Alex fell in love with. 

Now the rooms are perfect for Polly’s relaxed country 
decorating with French and Scandinavian influences. ‘We 
feel so lucky that we found this house,’ Polly says. ‘It feels 
like the one we had always been waiting for and, despite 
not owning it, we truly feel that this is home. It is also 
quite impossible to believe that, not too long ago, this 
serene and beautiful place was, quite literally, a pig-sty’ » 


Main bedroom 

White painted 
furniture and ivory 
bedlinen are 
grounded by 
a colourful rug. 
Headboard, The 
Pine Man. Blanket 
box, Josephine 
Ryan Antiques. 
Console table, Ann 
May & Daughter. 
Rug, similar from 
John Lewis. 
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Garden From the 
house Polly can keep 
an eye on Martha and 
Molly playing safely in 
the enclosed garden. 


What we love most about 
living here... 

‘We walk for miles and 
don’t see a sonl, yet we’re 
not too far from a town’ 


Bedroom Pale flooring 
and a toile de Jouy 
bedcover lighten up the 
attic room. Quilt, 
The Dormy House. 








Living room 



Gloucestershire country house 



FEATURE CHARLOTTE COLVILLE PHOTOGRAPHS BRENT DARBY 





FEATURE TARA KING, CAROLINE RODRIGUES 


Room ideas 


Be inspired By... 


Polly’s bedroom 

Modern 



Quilted bedcovers 

Cosy up your bed with a beautifully 
stitched quilt. 


Need to know... 


Quilting interlocks the top fabric, an 
interlayer and backing together for 
warmth, yet inventive patterns have 
turned the rows of stitching into an 
art form, with simple squares and 
intricate patterns worked by hand or 
machine. Plain 'wholecloth' quilts, 
rather than patchwork tops, 
emphasise the stitched designs. 
Patterned tops are often reversible 
and it's not uncommon to find florals 
on one side with a plain reverse. 

where to buy... 

• Dunelm for toile and floral designs. 

• Jen Jones for vintage. 

• The Comfi Cottage for plain and 
printed quilted bedspreads. 


Find the perfect 

carpet 



Croft Oxford Rib, 1 Honey; 2 Wheatgrass; 
3 Shell, all £35 sq m, John Lewis. 



1 Wicker heart, H20cm, £3.95, Dotcomgiftshop. 2 The Little Acrobat by Timothy Easton 
picture framed in Hampton Ivory, 46cm sq, £94, Art.co.uk. 3 Whitewashed table lamp, 
H62cm, with linen shade, 30cm diameter, £79, Barker & Stonehouse. 4 Morris & Co 
Strawberry Thief cushion, 40cm sq, £36, House of Fraser. 5 Decorative birdcage, 

H35x1 8cm diameter, £58, Out There Interiors. 6 Blakeney console table, H76xW143x 
D34cm, col White, £209, Big Blu. 7 Persisk Hamadan rug, 150x100cm, £300, Ikea. 


SEE PAGE 133 FOR PHONE NUMBERS AND WEBSITES 
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ROSAMUND MENGECH CONVERTED AN OLD BAKEHOUSE INTO^ 
^rt;,'A CHARAGTERFULX:OTTAGE IN KEEPING WITH ITS HERITAGEV^ 
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Tp cottage 


House The fc^rme 
bakehouse dates 
from the ^arly ' 
1700s, with lati^r 
additions all ^ \ 
in keeping with^^^ 
Cotswold style. >> 
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Oxfordshire cottage 




At home with... 

Owner Rosamund Mengech, 
a retired teacher and hotel 
management consultant, who 
now runs her own holiday 
cottage business in the 
Cotswolds. After buying this 
property 1 1 years ago, she spent 
the past four years renovating it. 
She lives here with bantam hens 
Mabel and Henrietta and black 
silkie hen Emily, and has a 
grown-up daughter, Jebet. 
House A former bakehouse, 
with sections dating back 
300 years. 


In an earlier life Rosamund Mengech’s home was an 
award-winning bakery. Although it had since become a house, 
it came with a derelict bakehouse next door that had stood 
empty for more than 30 years and was ripe for conversion. 
Rosamund’s dream was always to tackle the bakehouse and 
turn it into another house. ‘I like a house with a history’ 
she says. So with the help of her daughter, Jebet, she set 
about transforming it into a two-bed cottage four years ago. 

The renovation was a huge project, involving structural 
changes, as well as new plumbing and electrical installation 
work throughout. After all, Rosamund had essentially 
bought a shell (albeit a historical one) with an oven. 

One of the first jobs was to create a hallway and stairs to 
allow access to the first floor from what was once the oven 
area in the bakehouse. You can still see the cast-iron oven 
door in what is now the living room. ‘Before, there was only a 
ladder up to the loft space,’ says Rosamund, ‘which I thought 
I could turn into two reasonable-sized bedrooms.’ At some 
point in the building’s history, a section had been built on at 
the back. By knocking through, Rosamund was able to add a 
bathroom and a landing connecting all the upstairs rooms. 

Passionate about reclamation and recycling, Rosamund 
then set out to design an interior sympathetic to the period 
of the building, while retaining as many original features as 
possible. The floorboards in the guest bedroom and bathroom, 
for example, are reclaimed timber. ‘I like to know the 
provenance of pieces,’ says Rosamund. ‘I believe the boards » 


KitehenfK sxr\d\\ 
table and chairs 
fit snugly into the 
compact space, 
while open shelves 
give a more roomy 
feel than high 
cupboards. Framed 
bread bags and 
a baking diploma 
found in the loft 
make interesting 
artwork. Table, Ebay. 
Units, made by 
a local carpenter, 
painted in New White 
by Farrow & Ball. 


40 housetohome. co.uk/ country homesandinteriors 


avxhome.se 


what I love most about living here... 

‘The big skies and open spaces are inspiring and 
I can walk into the countryside within minutes’ 








Living room 

Rosamund has made 
the old baker's oven 
door a striking focal 
point and painted the 
beams and walls in 
muted tones for a 
harmonious look. 
Woodburning stove, 
Clearview Stoves. 
Coir rug, Ikea. 


What makes this house a home... 

‘The collection of vintage, antique and 
treasured pieces combine to give it 
a comfortable, relaxed feel’ 








Hallway l\\\s area 
originally housed 
the baker's oven. 
The builders created 
an entrance hall, 
installing a pitch pine 
staircase and flooring 
discovered in the 
loft or bought at a 
local reclamation 
yard. Walls, painted 
in Lime White by 
Farrow & Ball. 

Guest bedroom 

Antique bedspreads 
and cushions made 
from vintage grain- 
sack material evoke 
a nostalgic mood. 
Jug, lamps. Station 
Mill Antiques. 

Beds, Ebay. 


came from a factory in London.’ Her only disappointment 
was that, after selecting beautiful, aged wood for the stairs, 
the boards were delivered freshly planed. ‘I had to distress 
and stain them to match the rest of the boards,’ she says. 

Luckily, she unearthed plenty of treasures in the loft to 
use in her renovation. Unusually, the floor was made from 
Cotswold flagstones, which she moved down to the hallway 
‘I’m amazed the loft floor took the weight, but it was directly 
above the oven, so it had to withstand the heat,’ she says. 

She also discovered old grain sacks, baking tins and 
diplomas, which she framed. ‘They were a great find, as I 
love vintage and antique pieces and spent hours scouring 
markets and auctions for items for the house,’ she says. 

Meanwhile, the builders had fun putting the cast-iron bath 
in place, eventually getting it through the barn doors on the 
first floor that were originally used for the delivery of flour. 

Rosamund has given a homespun touch to each room, 
upholstering furniture and making cushions, to create a 
comfortable vintage feel. ‘Jebet has a good eye and helped 
source the fabrics,’ she says. ‘I really enjoy upcycling.’ 

Gardening is another of Rosamund’s passions. She fitted 
French doors in the living room to open into what is now 
a flower-filled space with fruit-bearing trees, including a 
medlar, quince and mulberry ‘When I moved in, this area 
was just grass,’ she says. ‘Now I have a traditional plot in 
keeping with the period of the cottage. Renovating the house 
and garden has given me a real sense of achievement.’ » 



Bathroom Rosamund furnished 
much of her home with vintage 
finds and antique pieces. Shelf, 
Station Mill Antiques. French 
soap and china, similar from 
The Old Pill Factory. 
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Oxfordshire cottage 
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Bathroomihe 
eaves make this loft 
space a cosy retreat. 
Bath, painted in 
French Gray by 
Farrow & Ball. 
Mirror, The Cotswold 
Reclamation 
Company. Lloyd 


Loom chair. 

The Old Pill Factory. 
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On my doorstep... 

Visit...'The Cotswold 
Reclamation Company (01451 
820292, cotswold reclamation, 
com) at Little Rissington, which 
sells a great selection of 
reclaimed building products, 
such as pine and oak flooring, 
Cotswold stone and slates.' 

Shop at... 'Relics of Witney 
(01993 704611, relicsofwitney. 
co.uk). It's my favourite store 
and a great destination for 
anyone about to renovate their 
home. It stocks gorgeous 
paints, ironmongery and useful 
bits and pieces for decorating.' 

Go for a meal at... 'The 
Royal Oak (01 993 868213, 
royaloakramsden.com) at 
Ramsden. I've eaten there for 
many years and the food, wine 
and service never disappoint.' 


FEATURE ANN BROAD PHOTOGRAPHS COLIN^POOLE 





FEATURE NIKKI BRADLEY, CAROLINE RODRIGUES 


Room ideas 


Be inspired By... 



Rosamund’s living room 


1 Salem grey honed, from £71.98 sq m; 2 French 
Burgundy tumbled, from £82.80 sq m; 3 Mandalay 
buff riven, from £30 sq m, all Mandarin Stone. 


1 Heron brass standing lamp, H129xW20xD20cm, with natural shade, £319 (includes 
shade, 25-30cm diameter recommended). Oka. 2 Andy wooden trunk, H40xW80xD45cm, 
£1 79.90, Maisons du Monde. 3 New Country Roses teacup and saucer, £22, Royal Albert. 
4 Grain Stripe Peony cushion, 40cm sq, £40, Ian Mankin. 5 Grey rattan log basket, 
H53x50cm diameter, £36, Pretty Maison. 6 Osted rug, 230x160cm, £55, Ikea. 7 Helena 
small sofa in Jenson stripe, H91xW175xD93cm, col Cardinal, £1,290, Arlo & Jacob. 


Find tile perfect 

limestone flooring 


For more ideas go to 
housetohome.co.uk/ 
countryhomesandinteriors 


Storage trunk 

Distressed or pristine, a trunk will 
add instant rustic style to a room. 

Need to know... 

One of the earliest forms of storage, 
sturdy trunks were made to 
withstand the buffeting of travel. 
Their wooden staves, metal handles, 
locks and studs, once practical 
essentials, now add to the decorative 
effect. Choose wood, leather or 
canvas for rustic looks, boho chic 
painted versions with or without 
a distressed finish, or on-trend 
industrial aluminium. Vintage shipping 
labels add to the faraway feel. 

where to hug... 

• Idyll Home for painted metal trunks. 

• Scaramanga for vintage trunks. 

• Shimu for decorated wooden trunks. 


Modern 


SEE page 133 FOR PHOHE NUMBERS AND WEBSITES 
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Gall of the sea 


CLARE WILLISON HAS CREATED A RELAXED HOME INFLUENCED 
BY HER YEARS SPENT ON THE OCEAN WAVES 
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/ West Sussex new-build 
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House The 

beachside location 
was irresistible 
to Clare and her 
husband, Murray. 


Living room 

A beamed ceiling, 
tongue-and-groove 
panelling and 
woodburning stove 
create a cosy feel. 
Stove, Charnwood. 
Sofa, Sofa 
Workshop. Rug, 
John Lewis. » 
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what we love most about living here... 

‘The light. You can’t huy it. it’s unpolluted and has 
the most amazing quality’ 



Living room Clare's 
driftwood artwork, 
handmade cushions 
and a coffee table 
made from reclaimed 
floorboards add 
personality. Artwork, 
Driftwood Boats. 
Flooring, Chichester 
Architectural Salvage. 


-■ . cm. 




West Sussex new-build 




At home with... 

Owners Clare Willison, 
an artist, and her husband 
Murray Johnstone, an 
entrepreneur. The couple own 
a cafe, Billy's on the Beach, 
near their home. They have 
three grown-up children, 
Jamie, Eve and Rosie. 

House A four-bedroom 
detached house that was 
built in 2010. 


when Clare Willison was a disillusioned London 
commuter, she could never in her wildest dreams have 
imagined that one day she’d step out of her front door, 
dive into the surf and swim half a mile to work. ‘Times 
have certainly changed,’ says Clare. ‘Since moving here, 
my husband, Murray, and I haven’t looked back. Opening 
a cafe just along the beach from our house has added 
another exciting dimension to our busy lives.’ 

Clare, who grew up in landlocked Oxfordshire, first felt 
the call of the sea while working in London in her early 
twenties. Craving adventure, she placed an advertisement 
in a yachting magazine with the wording: ‘Girl looking to 
escape the rat-race seeks crew position on yacht.’ An 
experienced sailor, with his own 36-foot ketch, responded 
and Clare headed off for what was to become a seven-year 
stint sailing the world, peppered with incredible adventures. 

After returning to London, Clare met and married 
Murray, and when they started a family they moved to a 
quaint farm cottage on the outskirts of Chichester in West 
Sussex. ‘While the children were growing up, it was perfect,’ 
says Clare. ‘However, when they started leaving home, 
Murray suggested we move to the coast. Initially, I was 
rmsure as I was so attached to our family home and I knew 
the children would find the prospect of leaving painful.’ 

Despite these misgivings, Clare was open-minded and, 
after six months, the house-hrmters discovered a crumbling 
bungalow on an idyllic coastal plot. The far-reaching views » 


Kitehen Striking 
blue pendant lights 
enhance the coastal 
charm of the 
bespoke kitchen. 
Vintage shades. 
Skinflint Design. 
Kitchen, Sylvarna 
Kitchen Design. 
Worktop, Corian. 
Bar chairs, Russells 
Garden Centre. 
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Clare's studio Located right next to 
her home, this is perfect place for Clare 
to work on her driftwood artwork. 


out towards the Isle of Wight were captivating and its 
location on a quiet private road was very appealing. 

On further inspection, the pair realised that the 
dilapidated property, which hadn’t been touched for 
40 years, was full of asbestos and needed to be knocked 
down. Luckily, they were able to rent next door while 
they drew up plans for a new home. ‘This worked well, 
enabling us to get to know the location and tweak our 
design accordingly, mindful of the prevailing winds and 
sun’s position,’ says Clare. ‘It was an invaluable insight 
into how our new home would work for us before moving 
in, particularly since we’d taken the brave decision 
not to employ an architect. 

‘Our aim was to create a relaxed space with an open- 
plan design and enough bedrooms for the children to visit. 
We wanted to maximise the views and include surprise 
glimpses of the sea by incorporating arched windows 
and portholes, rather than just vast expanses of glass.’ 

When it came to designing the interior, the couple agreed 
that white tongue-and-groove walls and oak floorboards 
would create the perfect nautical backdrop for a scheme in 
shades of blue, cream and grey to echo the surroundings. 
Clare’s driftwood artwork, made from her beachcombing 
finds, is displayed throughout. ‘We adore our home and 
the best bit is that, the children love it even more than 
our old house,’ says Clare. ‘It’s a very special place.’ 

W Driftwood Boats, 01243 673560, driftwoodboats.co.uk. » 


Main bedroom 
The bed is 
positioned to take 
in the magnificent 
sea views. Bed, 
similar from The 
Cotswold Company. 
Bedlinen, Soak & 
Sleep. Army trunk 
(opposite), once 
owned by Clare's 
father, painted in 
Pure Chalk Paint 
by Annie Sloan. 

Hallway An 
antique printers' 
type case, filled 
with art made from 
beachcombing 
finds, is a playful 
addition. Type 
case, similar from 
The Old Printing 
Shop of London. 
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West Sussex new-build 


I 


On our doorstep... 

Visit,.,'l\\e Salterns Way 
Cycle Route (conservancy. 
co.uk). We head to West 
Wittering and pick up the path, 
which winds through an Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty.' 

Shop at,., 'Something Fishy 
(01243 671153) in East 
Wittering. This traditional 


fishmonger sells everything 
from local Selsey crab and 
cockles to tuna and swordfish.' 

Go for a meal at... 'it has 
to be our own Billy's on the 
Beach (01243 670373, 
billysonthebeach.co.uk) in 
Bracklesham Bay. The friendly 
cafe is on the beach with views 
out to the Isle of Wight.' 





Bathroom The 
couple created 


bathroom between 
guest rooms to save 
space. Roll-top bath, 
Victoria & Albert 
Baths. Coloured 
door knob, similar 
from These Please. 


SEE PAGE 133 FOR PHOlJE NUMBERS AND 


WEBSITES 
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FEATURE JANET McMEEKIN PHOTOGRAPHS RICHARD GADSBY 



FEATURE TARA KING, CAROLINE RODRIGUES PHOTOGRAPH (PAINTS) RHAPSODY 


Room ideas 


Be inspired By... 

Glare’s kitchen 


Modern 
Classic 



Bar stool 

Perched on a high stool, you can chat 
to the cook or linger over breakfast. 

Need to know... 

Stools have moved on from simple 
science-lab style to seats with a 
supportive back, comfy upholstered 
high chairs and adjustable-height 
gas-lift versions. Check the seat height: 
you need 25-30cm between the seat 
and the underside of the bar. Allow 
53-64cm width of dining space (or 
more for chairs with arms), and 35cm 
between the last stool and the wall. 

where to buy... 

• Sweetpea & Willow for a painted 
tall stool with a slatted back. 

• English Abode for a rattan and teak 

bar stool. 

• Neptune for an upholstered stool. 


Find the perfect 

coastal tint paints 



Gull's Egg 


Earl Grey 


Grand Illusions Vintage paint, 
all £18.95 for 1L, Drift Living. 




For more ideas go to 
/ housetohome.co.uk/ 
f countryhomesandinteriors 


1 Bedouin salad bowl, HI 3x25. 5cm diameter, £20, John Lewis. 2 Wadebridge dining 
chair, H105xW50xD53cm, £640 for 2, Debenhams. 3 Gorenje double oven, BD21 16AX, 
H88.8xW59.4xD54cm, £499, Cookers and Ovens. 4 Dynamic kitchen pendant light, 

H30-1 33xW30cm, col Pale Blue, £83, Hicks & Hicks. 5 Canisters, H20x12cm sq, col 
Shutter Blue, £28 a set. Garden Trading. 6 Handled board, 44x22cm, £25, Sophie Conran. 
7 Sherwood painted wine console, H85xW1 50xD40cm, £425, The Cotswold Company. 


SEE PAGE 133 FOR PHONE NUMBERS AND WEBSITES 


housetohome. co.uk/ countryhomesandinteriors 53 




THE BEAUTY OP 

country Style 


Arrange flowers in jugs an 
fabrie eoveredpots 

Make simple pot covers using fabric 
remnants and team with sweetly 
decorated jugs for an informal floral 
display. See page 62 for details. 
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Seasonal looks 


Enjoy summery 
dining in the garden 

Create a casual country look 
with painted furniture, fresh 
flowers and ditsy prints on 
aprons and table linens. 
See page 62 for details. » 


INSTAGRAM 

For more inspiration 
and behfnd-the-scenes 
pics from our shoots, 

follow US at 
countryhomesmag 
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Seasonal looks 


m. 



Make a flower wreath 

Craft a colourful arrangement with 
bright blooms. Wire cottage garden 
favourites - we used pelargoniums - to 
a ready-made wire wreath for instant 
petal power. See page 62 for details. 
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Bring the outside in with 
a eurtain edged in blooms 

Give a doorway a garden-themed 
makeover by adding a panel of 
pattern to a neutral curtain. 

See page 62 for details. » 
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Create a posy and 
petal baekdrop 

Choose a modern floral wallpaper 
covered in blowsy blossoms 
or roses in bloom for a romantic 
decorating scheme. 

See page 62 for details. 






Seasonal looks 


Dress a bed with 
flower-filled linens 

Layer a luxuriously upholstered 
bed with abundant florals for 
a fresh feel in the bedroom. 
Knitted throws and embroidered 
cushions add texture. 

See page 62 for details. » 







Seasonal looks 


All tlie details: products and prices 


Pages 54-55 



Arrange flowers in jugs and 
fabrie-eoveredpots 

Rose jug, £1 8 , Sophie Allport. Countryside jug, £22, 
Charlotte Macey. Fabric around pots, Catherine Rose 
Blue, £55 m. Cabbages & Roses. 


Enjoy summery dining in the garden 

Table and chairs, similar from The Vintage Gardener 
and After Noah. Tableware, similar from Lavender & 
Sage. Glassware, similar from John Lewis. Turquoise 
vase, similar from Anthropologie. Linen napkins, similar 
from Rowen & Wren. Floral tunic, similar from Cath 
Kidston or Joules. Other items, stylist's own. 


Pages 56-57 



Add a floral touch to hags 
and cushions 

Laundry bags, made in a selection of fabrics from 
Bennison and Laura Ashley. Antique galvanised hook rail, 
£1 8, Garden Trading. Wensley Peony scarf, £1 9.95, Joules. 
Hanging lavender heart, £1 4.99 for 2, Retreat Home. 

Moss Stitch cushion, £35, Joules. Wire basket, £5.95, Mia 
Fleur. Emsworth storage bench, £1 65, Garden Trading. (In 
left drawer) Roses Hotch Potch dress, £309, Cabbages & 
Roses. (In right drawer) Fledgling pillowcase, £1 2; 
Fledgling duvet cover, £50, both Julie Dodsworth. Lime 
crate, £45, John Lewis. (In crate) pink A-line sweater, 

£1 59, Cabbages & Roses. Floral Velour towel, £22.99, 

Zara Home. Crochet Trim towel, £1 2, Laura Ashley. 
Armchair, similar from Lavender & Sage. Geranium 
cushion, £48, Laura Ashley. Maddi cardigan, £1 09, 
Cabbages & Roses. Cashmere throw, £550, Johnstons of 
Elgin. Lohals rug, £65, Ikea. Coat, shoes and other items, 
stylist's own. 


Mix and match colourful crockery 

Wooden plate rack wall shelf, £1 36, The Orchard. 

(On plate rack, from top left) Rose jug, £1 4.50, 

Sophie Allport. Small Tall jug, £28, Rebecca Callis for 
Madebyhandonline.com. Watercolour bowls, £9.99 each, 
Zara Home. Sorbet Blue Amari bowl, £1 9, Jane Booth for 
Madebyhandonline.com. (Upper shelf) Wobbler dinner 
plates, £40 for 4, Loaf. Wildflower dinner dish, £29.99 for 
4; Watercolour dessert dishes, £7.99 each; Wildflower 
dessert dish, £29.99 for 4; Wildflower soup dish, £29.99 
for 4, all Zara Home. Mini porcelain floral heart bunting, 

£1 5.95, Amanda Mercer at Not on the High Street. 

(Lower shelf) Watercolour dinner plate, £9.99, Zara 
Home. St Germain dinner plate, £9.50, Marks & Spencer. 
Rose Solo side plates, £1 1 each, Sophie Allport. 

St Germain side plates, £7.50 each, Marks & Spencer. 
Felicity side plate, £9.50, Burleigh. (Hanging from hooks) 
Blue Parsley mug, £12; Countryside jug, £22, both 
Charlotte Macey. Azalea heart mug, £14.50, Dimbleby 
Ceramics. Polka wallpaper, £40 a roll, Sanderson. 
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Make a flower wreath 

Wire wreath and florist's wire. Florist Supplies UK. 

Chair, similar from The Vintage Gardener. 

Bring the outside in with a curtain 
edged in blooms 

Curtain, (main panel) Drift, col Sandstone, £43.90 m, 
Linwood. (Border) Cottage Garden, col Sky/Periwinkle, 
£47 m, Sanderson. Elga table, £384, Nordal at Out 
There Interiors. Baloo glass bottle, £29.95 for 4, 

Nkuku. Wirework nesting trug, £42 for 2, Garden Trading. 


Terracotta pots, from 99p, Wyevale Garden Centres, 
painted in Vert de Terre and Light Blue, both £21 for 
750ml Estate Eggshell, Farrow & Ball. Stationery, from a 
selection, Julie Dodsworth. Giant basket, £30, Cabbages 
& Roses. Cashmere cable-knit cushion, £1 75, Johnstons 
of Elgin. Tudor Rose wellies, £29.99, Wyevale Garden 
Centres. Book, stylist's own. 
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Create a posy and petal backdrop 

Wallpaper (in basket, from left): 1 Cottage Garden, £44 a 
roll, Graham & Brown. 2 V&A Chinoiserie, col Duck Egg, 

£1 9.99 a roll, Homebase. 3 Dummer Rose, £70 a roll, 
Cowparsley at Home. 4 Geranium Pale Topaz Floral, £39 a 
roll, Laura Ashley. (Beside basket, from left) 5 Ninette Berry 
Pink Floral, £39 a roll, Laura Ashley. 6 Bethany Floral Apple 
Green, £1 3 a roll, B&Q. Wire basket, £20, John Lewis. 
Folded fabrics, from a selection, Bennison. (On top shelf) 
Spot pitcher, £1 7, Susie Watson Designs. Blue faux silk 
scabiosa flowers, £1 .79 for a spray, Julie Dodsworth. 

Fresh flowers, from a selection, Pesh Flowers. Glass vase 
and ribbons, stylist's own. 


Dress a bed with flower-filled linens 

Frenchie upholstered bed, £895, Loaf. Chelsea Floral 
duvet cover, £75; pillowcases, £12 each (floral); £10 
each (stripe). Joules. Olivia cushion, £40; Elba throw, 
col Duck Egg, £1 50, Bedeck. White flat sheet, £1 6, 
John Lewis. Lemington Seaspray Polka Dot throw, £55, 
Laura Ashley. Klacktray, £4.50, Ikea, painted in Light 


Blue, £21 for 750ml Estate Eggshell, Farrow & Ball. 

(On tray) Honey Bees pitcher, £42; Spot mug, £1 7.50; 
Oscar side plate, £1 8.50, Susie Watson Designs. Blue 
faux silk scabiosa flowers, £1 .79 for a spray, Julie 
Dodsworth. Fresh flowers, from a selection, Pesh Flowers. 
Baloo blue glass bottle, £29.95 for 4, Nkuku. Matilda 
sheer curtain, £15 for 2, Ikea. Blue chair, similar from 
Pimpernel & Partners. (On chair) digital radio, col Rose 
& Bee, £150, Emma Bridgewater. Baloo green glass 
bottle, £29.95 for 4, Nkuku. (Under chair) wire basket, 
£25 for 2, Barker & Stonehouse. Frenchie Boutique 
Lavender Trim towel, £4.95, Sweetpea & Willow. 
Embroidered flowers towel, £9.99 for 3, Zara Home. 
Heyland & Whittle bath melts, £20 for a pamper set, 
Moonpig. Sheringham rug, £1 75, Laura Ashley. Oval 
basket, £1 73 for 5 assorted. Out There Interiors. Merino 
throw, £1 50; cashmere throw, £550, Johnstons of Elgin. 
Side table, candle, slippers and book, stylist's own. 
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FEATURE SARA BIRD STYLING SARA BIRD, CAROL WORTLEY-BISHOP, MINNA MERCKE SCHMIDT/HOUSE OF PICTURES STYLING 
ASSISTANT HOLLY PHILLIPS PHOTOGRAPHS SPIKE POWELL, SIMON SCARBORO, MINNA MERCKE SCHMIDT/HOUSE OF PICTURES 


Parker Knoll 


MADE IN BRITAIN I ESTABLISHED 1869 



The new Seaton collection by Parker Knoll; the height of elegance and style. Available In leading retailers nationwide. 

EAST ANCJ.IA I Angelf] Reed Fi(reiture & Fine Things, Saffron Walden ! Easy Chair & Sofa Company, Bishop Sron ford I Gfasswells Furniture Store, Bury St Edmunds I Otasswells Furniture 
Store. Ipswich I Hj-Sell Direct Furniture, St Ives | EAST MIDLANDS j A&J Sargents Furnishings, Ktrtor Lindsey I Brampton Home Furnishers, Chesterfield ! Downtown Furriiture, Boston | 
Downtown Furniture, Grantham I Oldrids & Downtown, Lincoln] Drapers Furnishers, Kettering I £y res of Chesterfield Furnishers! Frank Knighton Furniture, Ilkeston [Pickworths Furnishings, 
Loughborough I EIRE 1 Furniture Company, Navar} I Amotls, Dublin \ Meubles Furniture, Kilkenny I LONDON ] Peter Adams, Edgware I Quilters Furniture & Bods, Ruislip I Roomes 
Furniture & Interiors, Upminster I VW Penney, Croxley Green j Englishmans Castle Furniture, Leatherhead j MIDLANDS ] lones the Furnishers, Northampton j Karenjane Interiors, Towcester 
I N. IRELAND j Albert Graham, Ballymena I Carsons Furniture, Duneane [Jack Mcgrnn, Omagh jJJ Pierson Fine Furniture, Portadown I Rankins Home Furnishing, Belfast j Rigbl Price Carpet & 
Furniture, Coleraine j Warden Bros, Newtownards j NORTH EAST i Christopher Pratts Fine Furnishings, Leeds I NORTH W'EST I Country pine A Cjak, Kc-swick ! Cousins Furniture, Manchester 
I Doorway to Value, Chorley [ Stokers Fine Furniture, Chester [ Stokers Fine Furrrrture, Southport j SCOTLAND I Artdersons, Inverurie j Choice Furniture, Cariisle j Hampton & McMurray, 
Glasgow! George Taif>nahMr& Sons, Kilmarnock [SOUTH] Furniture Superstore, VVokingham ] Ken more Interiors, Hitchin ] RH Sartds ASons, Maidenhead ] CoHingwood Bat diellor. Worthing 
] Peter Green Home Furnishers, Chandlers Ford . Soulhons Furniture, Salisbury ] SOUTH EAST [ Bentley A Halt, Hastings I SOUTH WALES ] Hafrens Furnishers, Llanidloes ] SOUTH WEST ] 
Charltons Furnishers, Torquay ] Haskins Furniture, Shepton Mailett ] Park Furnishers, Bristo! ] TR Hayes, Bath ! WEST MIDLANDS ] Cousins Furniture, Dudley j Cousins Furniture, Tyseley. 

w/ww,parkerknolLco,uk 





Pick a practical backpack with plenty of pockets for flasks, 
maps, food and games, and don't forget the compass! Make 
life easier and carry your blanket by its own leather strap. 

Summer Dress tartan backpack, £99.95, Barbour. Ordnance 
Survey map, £4.99, Stanfords. Picnic rug, col Fox, £99; leather 
blanket strap, £28, both Tolly McRae. Metro Geometric flask, 
£12.95, Dotcomgiftshop. Moleskine notebook, £14, John 
Lewis. Acne Canada wool scarf, col Blue, £1 1 0, Liberty. 

Monica throw, £80, Habitat. Grey & White Spotty throw, 

£75, Cologne & Cotton. Slate luggage tag, £5, The Wedding 
of My Dreams. Compass, stylist's own. 


VIDEO 

For more great 
shopping ideas, 

goto 

country-days.co.ulc 








Grone expl oring... 

ROLL UP A RUG, PACK UP A PICNIC AND HEAD OFF 
FOR AN ADVENTURE IN THE COUNTRYSIDE 


^^t.everything ready 

to hit the road! 





1 Store food and drink in a multi-tasking 
cool bag, four-person backpack including 
plates, glasses and cutlery for four, plus extras 
such as bottle opener/corkscrew, salt and 
pepper, napkins and blanket, £38, Next. 

2 Carry delicious cloudy lemonade with 
a vintage twist, 4 drinking jars in carrier, 
£14.95, Dotcomgiftshop. 

3 Stash away snacks for the journey. Clouds 
sandwich boxes, £8 for 2, Cath Kidston. 

4 Chill food in a foil-lined cool bag. 
Multicolour Geometric lunch bag, £3.95, 
Dotcomgiftshop. 

5 Make sandwiches squashproof by 
popping them in an aluminium box. 

Adventure Begins lunch tiffin, £1 9.95, 

The Little Picture Company. 

6 Lie back and watch the sky. Clouds 
waterproof picnic rug, £35, Cath Kidston. 


7 Look fresh as a daisy. Wild & Wolf Rendezvous 
make-up bag, £14.95, Bloomsbury. 

8 Strap on a picnic rucksack packed 

with stylish essentials for four, picnic 
rucksack, £59.95, Joules. ^ 

9 Sip your cold or hot beverage at the press 
of a button. Paradise Flowers one-touch flask, 
£22, Cath Kidston. 

1 0 & 11 Stock up on supplies to tuck 
into later, stackable tiffin boxes, £32 each, 
Tiffinware. 

12 Put a lid on it, Amarelo bottle with yellow 
stopper, £6, Habitat. 

1 3 Transport fragile glass safely in a metal 
holder with sturdy wooden handle. Bottle 
carrier, £30, Garden Trading. 

1 4 Quench your thirst while out and about. 

Wild & Wolf Thoughtful Gardener water bottle, 
£1 2.95, Bloomsbury. 


1 5 Bring a bottle of homemade drink. 

Neon blue bottle, £6, Oliver Bonas. 

1 6 Carry your blanket with a neat leather , 
handle, blanket strap, £32, Tolly McRae. 

1 7 Keep soup hot or refreshing drinks 
cold for up to 24 hours in this clever flask. 
Thermos Vintage flask, £30, John Lewis. 

1 8 Prevent damp bottoms with a chevron- 
striped blanket with waterproof backing. 
Jolly Striped picnic rug, £70, Berry Red. 

1 9 Travel with a nip of your favourite 
tipple in a pocket. Wild & Wolf Cartography 
hip flask, £24.95, Bloomsbury. 

20 Pick a perfect place to spread out 

a luxury herringbone blanket. Picnic rug, 
col Fox, £99, Tolly McRae. » ^ 


Shopping shbMlist 



Serve your pienie 

with country style 





Find a grassy spot to enjoy your feast, then 
introduce a sophisticated touch with a glass drinks 
dispenser and clever wasp-proof drinking jars. 

House Explore melamine mug, £3.50, John Lewis. 
Gingham lemonade dispenser, £20; jar, £5, both 
Berry Red. Melamine platter, £5.50; side plate, £2, 
both Sainsbury's. Bernie throw, £35, Habitat. Bee Wrap 
reusable food wrap, 1 3cm sq, £8.95, The Wise House. 
Folding knife, £35, Summerill & Bishop. Food box, 

£8 for 2, Cath Kidston. Bowl, £1 .50 for 4, Sainsbury's. 
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8 & 9 Raise the tone with a faux crystal 
carafe and matching tumbler. Faceted 
acrylic carafe, £12; Faceted acrylic tumbler, 

£5, both Laura Ashley. 

1 0 Celebrate the great outdoors. Wild & Wolf 
Adventure enamel mug, £7.95, Bloomsbury. 
11,12 & 13 Eat off durable plates that look 
like elegant crockery. Red Wash Rim melamine 
platters, £5.50 each; Red melamine side plate, 
£2, all Sainsbury's. 

1 4 Serve lunch fit for an explorer. House 
Explore melamine side plate, £3, John Lewis. 

1 5 Wet your whistle en route. Acrylic Bubble 
highball glass, £3, Marks & Spencer. 

16 Drink from fun-coloured melamine. Rice 
small curved cups, £14 for 6, Debenhams. 

1 7 Bring a ray of sunshine to lunchtimes, Nadi 


1 Sip through bold candy stripes. Paper Party 
straws, £2.95 for 25, Dotcomgiftshop. 

2 Dab your mouth with a dreamy print. Clouds 
paper napkin, £3.50 for 20, Cath Kidston. 

3 Create a camping vibe with traditional 
enamel tableware. Falcon red enamel plate, 

£25 for 4; red enamel mug, £8, both Liberty. 

4 Stir sugar into a cuppa on the go. Rice 
melamine spoons, £7 for 6 assorted 
colours, Debenhams. 

5 Enjoy beverages from sunny-coloured 
outdoor-friendly mugs, Muscat enamel mug, 
col Yellow, £1 2.50, Garden Trading. 

6 Pour a round of refreshments. Two Tone 
jug, £1 2.50, Marks & Spencer. 

7 Serve snacks on pretty patterned plates, 

Ric Rac melamine plate, £5, Cath Kidston. 


bamboo plate, £6 for 4 assorted colours. Habitat. 

18 Fill a bowl with snacks to share. Indigo 
melamine bowl, £4, Marks & Spencer. 

19 Dish up fresh fruit in zesty orange 
melamine, bowl, £3, Habitat. 

20 Ensure salads stay fresh until lunchtime. 
Small Paradise Fields sandwich box, £8 for 2 
different sizes, Cath Kidston. 

21 Avoid washing up by taking disposable 
cutlery. Tropical Fiesta cutlery, £5.50 for 1 8 
pieces. Talking Tables. 

22 Make dining a colourful occasion. Indigo 
melamine side plate, £3.50, Marks & Spencer. 

23 Serve with a smile. You Are My Sunshine 
plate, £1 9.50, Pedlars. 

24 Take a seat on a soft lambswool blanket, 

picnic rug, col Lemon Zest, £99, Tolly McRae. » 
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I anejun ana games 

to keep ^veryDne nappy 


From all-join-in games and nature-exploring 
activities to relaxing music and great reads for 
the (hopefully) quieter moments... 

Jolly Striped picnic rug, £70, Berry Red. Ruark Audio 
R1 MK3 DAB/FM radio, £200, Ruark Audio. Cup, 
from Thermos Vintage flask (not shown), £30, John 
Lewis. Godrevy women's wax jacket, col Buckthorn 
Brown, £219, Barbour. Nature Trail viewer and 
scrapbook, £14, Ella James. Best Made Co Red Map 
notebook, £20, Pe(^ars. Book, 20 Ways to draw a 
tree by Elbise Renouf, £12.99, Aspace. Wild & Wolf 
Ted Baker Multi Tool with case, £34.95, Bloomsbury. 
Suffolk stripe beach chair, £45, Garden Trading. Blue 
stripe seat pad, £M, BHS. Mandy straw hat, £12.95, 
Joules. Red Spot cardfgan, £55, Gath Kidston. 
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1 Add a sports day feel with traditional 
school accessories. Sports Day bunting, 
£14.99, Ella James. 

2 See things clearly with a must-have tool, 

tripod magnifier, £24.99, Stanfords. 

3 Find your way. Ordnance Survey Travel 
map. Peak District, £4.99, Stanfords. 

4 Paint a beautiful picture. Walnut Pochard 
art box with carry strap, 33 watercolours, 
pencil, sponge, 2 palettes and 2 brushes, 
from £240, Green & Stone. 

5 Round up a team of family and friends for 
everyone's favourite game, rounders set (ball 
not shown), £1 8, Laura Ashley. Rounders ball, 
£4.99, Jaques. 

6, 7 & 8 Read up on places to visit and 
things to do on the way. The Yellow Book 
2015, £1 1 .99, NGS. Handbook 2015/16, 

£10.95, English Heritage. Wilderness 
Weekends by Phoebe Smith, £14.99, Stanfords. 


9 Bring your furry friend to heel, dog whistle, 
£22, Labour and Wait. 

1 0 Capture scenes of natural beauty and 
family fun using the latest technology, 

Olympus PEN E-PL7 Compact System camera 
with 14-42mm lens, from £399, John Lewis. 

1 1 Keep a handy pocket-size compass in 
your backpack, compass from a selection. 
After Noah. 

1 2 Plot the details of your route. Best Made 
Co Red Map notebook, £20, Pedlars. 

1 3 Show your competitive side in a 
time-honoured game of skill. Quoits set, 

£1 9.99, Jaques. 

1 4 & 1 5 Stay on the right track with 
accurate maps. Waterproof map, Snowdonia 
South, £14.95; Ordnance Survey map. South 
Devon, £7.99, both Stanfords. 

1 6 Entertain inquisitive minds with an 
explorer's activity set. The Great Adventure 


Kit including compass, mirror, whistle 
keychain, observation journal, coloured 
pencils and carry-all messenger bag, 

£34, Ella James. 

1 7 Select two teams for a traditional 
game of bat and trap, bat and ball from 
Bat & Trap game set (target posts and trap 
not shown), £29.99, Jaques. 

1 8 Play a tranquil game, boules, from 
a boules set in a wooden box, £20, 

Laura Ashley. 

1 9 Enjoy the laid-back rhythm of 
badminton, racket and shuttlecock from 
Ellie Ellie Traditional Badminton game set 
(comprising 2 rackets, 3 shuttlecocks, net 
and whistle), £24, Not on the High Street. 

20 Settle down on a comfortable 
waterproof blanket. Jolly Striped picnic 
rug (reverse waterproof side shown), 

£70, Berry Red. 
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Scents of summer 


FILLYpUR HOME WITH EASY-TO-MAKE AROMATIC 
CITRUS AND HERB FRAGRANCERS 


Create homemade s 
pot-pourri 
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Enjoy fresh 
scents for longer 



To preserve the perfume of your homemade 
fragrancers for as long as possible, follow our 
simple tips for harvesting and preparing. 


^ Collect herbs early 
in the morning, just 
after the dew burns 
off, as this is when the 
oils are most potent. 

^ Harvest flowers 
when they first open, 
because they’re at 
their most aromatic 
and visually pleasing 
then. Handle carefully 
to avoid bruising and 
losing the scent. 

Pick and use citrus 
fruit straightaway, if 
using homegrown, or 


purchase just before j 

use for shop-bought. j 

Store in a cool dry ! 

place, unless you plan 
to use immediately, to | 

prevent spoiling. 

/ 

^ Try adding scented j 

oils to enhance the 1 

fragrance of herbs, j 

flowers and fruit - l 

blend different oils, j 

such as orange and j 

geranium for a ( 

summery perfume, | 

or lavender and ■ 

lemongrass for an 
uplifting aroma. » , 
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Get creative 


a.,. 


1 Create homemade 
1 pot-pourri 

Making pot-pourri is much more 
satisfying than using shop-hought. 

Line the base of a roasting pan with 
greaseproof paper. Carefully pick 
the leaves, petals and buds from 
gathered herbs and flowers. Scatter 
on the tray, along with thin slices 
of citrus fruit, and place in the oven 
at a low temperature (1 10°C/Fan 
90°F/Gas V4) for a few hours. Keep 
an eye on the petals, as they can 
catch easily. Once cool, use a dropper 
to sprinkle over a few drops of your 
favourite essential oil. Blend, then 
place into a bowl, ready for use. 

Non-stick roasting 
pan with integral 
handle, £149, 
Summerill & Bishop. 
Collapsible steaming 
basket, £7.49, Denny 
& Sons. For a dropper, 
try teat pipette (for 
25nnl bottle), £3 for 6, 
Amphora Aromatics. 



A Gently heat 
‘ a simmer pot 

Make your whole home smell 
amazing with a steaming pot filled 
with fresh herbs and citrus fruit. 

Simply fill a saucepan with water, 
then chop up your favourite scented 
herbs and fruit - such as our choice 
of rosemary and lemon - and add 
to the water. Bring to the boil 
before turning the heat down to 
create a steady simmer. 

^ If the liquid gets too low, 
simply add a little more. When 
you’ve finished simmering, you 
can bottle and store the liquid in 
the fridge to re-use another time. 

Saucepan, for similar 
try Lakeland. Ladle, 
£3.96, The Cooks 
Kitchen. Tea towel, 
£15.95; tablecloth, 
£195; vase, £16.95; 
jug, £12.50, all 
Summerill & Bishop. 
Enamel mugs, £8.50 
each. Garden Trading. 
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'J Display and dry 
A fragrant herbs 

Tie herbs to a wreath to create a 
perfumed display. Cut herbs - and 
flowers, if you like - leaving long 
stems, and group into even bundles. 
Tie with twine, then secure into 
place on the wreath, hanging each 
bundle an equal distance apart. 
Hang the whole wreath with plaited 
twine or rope tied to four sides. 

^ Try different herbs to get 
a variety of scents. Mix lavender 
and rosemary for an intense 
perfume and, when dried, use to 
scent linens; or gather mint, thyme 
and rosemary for culinary purposes. 

Wreath, from a 
selection, D Byford & 
Sons. Jute twine, £2 
for 33m; string trim 
natural spool, £4 for 
3m; hessian, £8 for 
2m, Hobbycraft. 
Ribbon, from a 
selection, Jane Means. 



C Light citronella 
A candle jars 

Keep mosquitoes away with 
citronella candles. Wrap wire around 
the rim of a jar, then make into a 
loop for a handle. Add fresh lemon 
peel and rosemary sprigs to the jar 
to keep the water clear. Pour in 
some water, then add a couple of 
drops of citronella essential oil and 
give a gentle stir. Place an unscented 
floating candle on top of the water 
and light to keep your home and 
outdoor dining spaces mozzie free. 

^ Tt p Shake in more citronella if 
required - or add country favourite 
lavender for a high-summer scent. 

Kilner jars, £6.50 for 3; 
hessian, £8 for 2m, 

Hobbycraft. Fenomen 
candles, £3.50 for 24, 
Ikea. Citronella essential 
oil, £3 for 10ml, 
Amphora Aromatics. 
Ribbon, from a 
selection, Jane Means. 
Wire, garden centres. 



Perfume with 
orange peel flowers 

Scent linens and laundry cupboards 
with aromatic orange peel flowers. 

Peel an orange, taking off the 
coloured outer skin and some of the 
pith, making sure the peel comes 
off in one piece. Cut a small length 
from the top end, measuring about 
5cm, and roll into a cone shape. 
Take the remaining peel and, 
starting from the bottom end, roll 
up around the cone, keeping it tight 
and shaping as you go. Place on 
tissue while you make the other 
peel flowers, then arrange in dishes 
with herbs and tiny flowers. 

Tahiti sundae dishes, 
£8.95 each; glass dish 
(top of a Week jar), 
£35.70 for 6; basket, 
£14.50; Summerill & 
Bishop. Ribbon, from 
a selection, Jane 
Means. Bedlinen, 
from a selection, 
Cologne & Cotton. 



/ 

; / Make citrus room 
j ^ fragrancers 

i Dot these simply crafted fruit 
\ pomanders around the home. Cut 

: citrus fruit in half, remove fruit 
j centre and pat dry with a paper 
^ towel. Pour some sea salt crystals 
I into a bowl (add spices or cloves if 
I you like) and shake in a few drops 
] of essential oil. Stir, then add a few 
^ more drops, if necessary, for more 
{ scent. Press the mix into the citrus 
; half. Cut a circle of muslin about 
2 cm larger in diameter than the 
* fruit half and place on top. Hold in 
\ place with an elastic band before 
j covering with ribbon or string. 



Orange essential oil, 
£2.28 for 10ml; teat 
pipette (for 25ml 
bottle), £3 for 6, 
Amphora Aromatics. 
Muslin, £7m, 

John Lewis. Ribbon, 
from a selection, 
Hobbycraft. 
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FEATURE SARA BIRD STYLING ASSISTANT HOLLY PHILLIPS PHOTOGRAPHS CRAIG WALL 
NEVER LEAVE LIGHTED CANDLES OR STOVE-TOP PANS UNATTENDED. 


CHOSEN BY US 

for you 


Save 15% at 
Vanessa Arbuthnott 

ENJOY UNIQUE, CONTEMPORARY FABRICS, WALLPAPERS AND OILCLOTHS 
INSPIRED BYTHE ENGLISH COUNTRYSIDE AND CLASSIC SCANDINAVIAN STYLE 



I j he essence of modern country style, Vanessa | 

Arbuthnott’s fabrics, wallpapers and oilcloths j 

JL come in a beautiful palette of understated colours j 
and a mixture of plains, stripes and whimsical motifs. i 
The fabrics are printed in the UK on either eco-friendly | 
100% linen or on linen union (a linen/cotton mix using I 
organic cotton). This year, for the first time, Vanessa’s I 
daughters. Rose and Flora, have joined her to create the \ 
Wild and Free and Bird Hop designs, respectively - these | 
designs, plus 100% British Wool Harris Tweeds, form ! 
the Birds and Beasts collection (shown here). Quirky ! 
and fun, they are available in new Terracotta, Kale, Soft ! 
Damask and Tomato colourway s, as well as old favourites. ! 

How to claim your discount ■ 

Visit vanessaarbuthnott.co.uk to search through the j 
company’s fabric collections, and enter GH7815 at j 

the checkout to claim your 15% discount off fabrics, j 

wallpapers and oilcloths. ; 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

This discount is available on fabrics, 
wallpapers and oilcloths. It is not available 
on sale items, furniture, rugs or on the 
Made to Measure service. The discount 
applies to the total order excluding 
delivery charges. It only applies to 
full-priced items and is not valid with 
any other offer or discount. Refunds of 
products will reflect the price originally 
paid. Discounts cannot be added 
retrospectively to an order. This discount 
is applicable to orders made on 
vanessaarbuthnott.co.uk and in store 
only. It cannot be used for phone orders. 
To redeem in store, present this discount 
page at point of purchase. Photocopies 
will not be accepted. Offer available from 
9 July to 1 6 September 201 5. 


Vanessa Arbuthnott 



My kind of country 


I’m passionate about working 

in a kitchen garden 

and sharing my knowledge 








arah Wain grew up near Melbourne 
in Australia and studied horticulture 
at university. She met her partner, 
Jim Buckland, when they were working 
at Kew Gardens. One of the UK’s most 
successful gardening couples, they took 
up their respective roles at West Dean 
S4 years ago. West Dean is renowned for its 
restored garden with an Edwardian pergola, 
newly restored sunken garden, walled 
kitchen garden, Victorian glasshouses and 
a beautiful parkland walk with views of the 
South Downs. Sarah, who holds an Institute 
of Horticulture award and The Professional 
Gardeners’ Guild Loyal and Outstanding 
Service Award for ‘dedication to the highest 
horticultural standards’, oversees the kitchen 
garden, flower borders and the glasshouses, 
in which S50 varieties of chillies are grown. 
We went to meet Sarah in Sussex. . . 

Where is home? The house we live in is 
called Gardeners’ Cottage, which has its 
own private garden within the West Dean 
Estate. The garden here is Jim’s 
playground. Even though we both work 
long days in the gardens, Jim might still 
do a stint in our garden in the evening for 
a bit of R8eR. While he’s out there. I’ll be 
in the kitchen indulging my other passion: 
cooking with fresh seasonal ingredients. 

What would be your dream house? 

A garden is very important to us, and 
ideally it would have both ‘landscape’ and 
a generous vegetable patch. Like our garden 
here, it would probably be predominantly 
green, with the emphasis on texture and 



foliage, but with subtle spring and summer 
colours coming through. I’d also like to 
live near a good farm shop selling local 
produce, and I’d love a bigger kitchen! 

Tell us about your ehildhood... I loved 
the countryside where I grew up, the open 
spaces dotted with giant Murray red gums 
such as Eucalyptus camaldulensis. When I 
was growing up, gardens were often built 
from cuttings and plant swaps. My parents 
and their friends loved gardening and, 
although the Australian drought of 1967 
caused my parents to give up on vegetable » 
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GARDENERS 

COTTAGE-, 


Sarah, Gardens 
Supervisor, and 
Jim, Gatdens 
Manager, are 
celebrating 24 
Jl^years together 
O at West Dean. 






















SE&lii 




My kind of country 


growing, their passion was unwavering. 

It sparked my interest and set me off 
on the path to a career in horticulture. 

What were your first impressions of 
the UK? The first thing I noticed was that 
the air is so moisture laden that it refracts 
light differently, making the light here quite 
unlike Australia’s. It was such a change, in 
fact, that I had to get glasses, as I couldn’t 
see as well as I could at home! 

What inspires you most about living in 
Sussex? I’m passionate about working in a 
kitchen garden and passing my knowledge 
on to others. I enjoy running study days and 
it’s especially rewarding to help people gain 
the experience they need to go to college. 

Shopping heaven? I love to visit Cowdray 
Farm Shop near Midhurst, which has 
wonderful produce and a butcher’s shop. 

lUs Sunday lunehtime - where do you go 
for a drink? Finding time to sit down in the 
deckchairs in our garden is heavenly and 
as far as we need to go. There’s a rather 
theatrical-looking mound of earth in the 
centre of the lawn that Jim has planted as 
a wildflower meadow. On the crest of the 
mound is a stone column topped with a 
birdbath, with a Latin word inscribed on 
each side. Loosely translated, it reads, 

T think I’ll have another drink.’ 

WhaVs your favourite thing to grow? 
Chervil is such an under-used herb and 
yet so easy to grow. It’s delicious in salads, 
chicken and fish dishes. My brother-in-law 
inspired me to use chervil to flavour braised 
summer vegetables such as broad beans and 
peas; it also gives depth to vegetable stock. 
I’m a fan of chard, too. The stalks and leaves 
are like two different vegetables, and you 
can cut and come again all summer. I use it 
in quiche, pies, casseroles and pasta sauces. 

How does yourperfeet weekend shape up? 
Having friends to stay. In summer this starts 
with a Friday evening walk around the 
gardens before dinner. The courtyard garden 
to the side of the cottage gets the morning 
sun, so is an ideal ‘breakfast room’, while 





I couldn’t live without... 

Jim, murder mysteries 
and food. We work hard 
so always look forward to 
the next meal 




The courtyard garden is 
perfect for entertaining. 
Sarah's rhubarb streusel 
(befew) is a favourite.^^ 
Dahlias (right) add colour. 


So Sarah, in 
a nutshell... 

Favourite apple 
variety The best to 
eat straight from the 
tree is Jupiter. 

Hunters or Joules? 

Neither, steel-capped 
working boots. 

Favourite season? 
Autumn, I love the 
light and the way it 
forms slanting shafts. 

Dahlias or 
chrysanthemums? 

Dahlias - they're like a 
series of party frocks. 

If you could choose 
one English pud... 

The late Katie 
Stewart's Rich Sherry 
Trifle, which I make 
with Madeira. 


the courtyard at the front works for lunch 
or dinner. At this time of year I pick edible 
flowers such as borage, marigold, chives, 
garlic chives, nasturtium and elderflower 
to use when entertaining. Friends also love 
the cakes and puddings I make from 
homegrown fresh fruit - around about now, 
it might be rhubarb streusel cake, apricot 
and plum cake, or cherry clafouti. 

Do you have any other projeets on the go? 

Along with all my other work, I like to trial 
different plants each year. This summer 
I’m growing S5 varieties of calendula to 
see which produces the best displays of cut 
flowers. I’ll be checking them for height, how 
the plants branch and disease resistance. 

What are the hot issues loeally? Slow 
broadband, but I guess we are used to 
that in the countryside now. I don’t really 
get worked up about things. 

M For opening times and details of gardening 
talks and cookery courses at West Dean, 
visit westdean.org.uk. The West Dean Chilli 
Fiesta takes place 7-9 August. 
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FEATURE JANETTE MARSHALL PHOTOGRAPHS POLLY ELTES 


Country Homes & Interiors promotion 



BRING NATURAL LIGHT INTO YOUR HOME AND ADD EXTRA SPACE WITH 
A BEAUTIFUL OAK ORANGERY OR GARDEN ROOM FROM PRIME OAK 



" njoying your garden on 

— I a sunny day is one of the 
■ J greatest joys of summer, 
from curling up with a book 
under the shade of a tree to 
entertaining guests surrounded 
by flowers, shrubs and lawn. 
With a Prime Oak garden room 
or orangery, you can recapture 
the essence of that feel-good 
factor throughout every season. 

Founded in 1998, Prime Oak 
specialises in oak-frame design 
and manufacture. Its structures 
are crafted from top-quality 
seasoned oak to provide extra 
light and space while retaining 
the character of your country 


home. Prime Oak orangeries 
(above) can be built to fit rmder 
a first-floor window without 
blocking views, with a glass 
roof lantern for a bright, airy 
feel. Prime Oak garden rooms 
(right) feature vaulted ceilings 
with exposed oak rafters, huge 
windows and glazed gables 
to let natural light flood in. 

A tiled roof offers insulation and 
helps to ensure a comfortable 
temperature all year rormd. So, 
whether you’re replacing a tired 
conservatory or creating a new 
family space, an orangery or 
a garden room is a great choice 
for your home and lifestyle. 



For more information about 
Prime Oak and its range of 
orangeries and garden rooms, visit 
primeoak.co.uk, 
call 01384 
296611, or 
email info® 
primeoak.co.uk. 
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Find your style, shop the look 





SHOP THE LOOK 


the ROOM editcom 


theROOAAedit is brought to you by the Time Inc. (UK) Ltd Homes Network 





Pick the 
right shoT 
enclosure 


PROJECT 


Buy a 
beautiful 
child’s bed 


PROJECT 


Find the bei 
dishwasher 
for you 


PROJECT 




HOME 
IMPROVEMENTS 


Pr^ects, plans 

o ^ j SM 


t-All the solutions, advice and inspiration youTl 
ever need for the perfect country home 




Find a similar 
xshower screen and 


tray from CP Hart. » 


PROJECT 1 

SHOWER ROOMS 


I n the morning it’s a wake-up 
call, in the evening a soothing 
treat. A superb shower raises 
an everyday experience to 
something special, especially with 
well-designed fittings. 

Wet rooms are no longer the 
preserve of chic hotels but are a 
big trend for home showering, too. 
Smart, open-plan designs allow the 
showering space to extend across 
the room without the barriers of 
an enclosure. This look relies on 
the entire room being waterproofed 
and tiled. Since water will splash 
everywhere, a glass screen 
partition is a practical option. 

If you opt for a shower 
enclosure, these too are being 
given the minimalist treatment, 
with sleek barely-there designs. 

‘A frameless shower enclosure 
creates a similar space-enhancing 
impression,’ says Rob Whitaker, 
Creative Director, Fired Earth. 

And a low-profile shower tray in a 
similar shade to the bathroom floor 
will add to the wet-room effect.’ 

For a true hotel-style experience, 
combine an overhead drencher- 
style showerhead with waterfall 
effects, body jets and a practical 
hand-held shower. A digital shower 
with a remote control can be 
turned on from an adjacent room, 
allowing a few extra minutes in bed. 


Slim tray 

‘Floor-level enamelled shower 
surfaces like this tray provide easy 
access, anti-slip options for safer 
showering and greater comfort,’ 
says Angela Ortmann-Torbett, Sales 
Director, Kaldewei. ‘The high surface 
quality shows not even the tiniest 
of scratches and, unlike tiled 
shower floors with grout lines, the 
smooth surface is easier to clean.’ 


WMch styles will suit 
my shower room best? 



To ensure a bespoke 
shower fits perfectly, 
the manufacturer shouKi^ 
visit to measure tip and 
instalhthe panelsj^ 


Superplan Plus shower 
tray, £609, Kaldewei. 
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Smallbone of 
Devizes 



Rounded view 

‘Curves are a stylish option as they 
combine space-saving practicality with 
elegant form,’ says Edel Nicholson, 
Marketing Manager, Merlyn Showering. 
‘An offset quadrant enclosure like 
this also delivers a glamorous look.’ » 


Barely-there screen 

‘When designing a bathroom in 
a smaller space, a glass floor-to- 
ceiling shower enclosure without 
a door maximises space,’ says 
Steven de Munnich, Design Director, 
Smallbone of Devizes. ‘It also allows 
details, such as this veined marble, 
to become a more striking feature.’ 


Smooth glide 

Slotted into a purpose-built alcove 
and featuring a sliding door, this 
elegant showering solution is a neat 
use of space. ‘The sliding door is 
handle-free with a simple slot in the 
glass to open it, giving a seamless, 
wet-room look and maximising the 
space even in the most compact 
bathroom,’ says Rob Whitaker, 
Creative Director, Fired Earth. 



Lotus Flower 
sliding-door 
enclosure, 
£1,275; 
low-profile 
enamelled steel 
shower tray, 
£700, both 
Fired Earth. 
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How can I achieve a ^ 

liixurious wet-room effect? 


In the clear 

‘Low-iron glass used here offers a 
crystal clear finish on the glass as 
opposed to the slight green tint 
sometimes noticeable in standard 
glass,’ says Nicholas Cunild, 
Commercial Director, Matki. ‘The 
glass has a barely-there appearance, 
maintaining an elegant divide 
between shower and bathroom.’ 


Walk-in recess 

‘A large bathroom is the ideal 
space to create a separate wet area,’ 
says Steven de Munnich, Design 
Director, Smallbone of Devizes. 
‘Here, a dividing wall separates the 
shower from the rest of the room. 
The use of elegant limestone on the 
walls and floor unifies the two 
areas and provides a durable finish.’ 


11 


5 



EauZone Plus 
wet-room panel, 
£1,452, Matki. 





Some showers can 
be integrated into 
a home automation 
system for ultimate 
controllability. 


Pampering choice 

‘A custom-built, walk-in shower is 
the ultimate everyday luxury,’ says 
Mark Booth, Sales and Marketing 
Director, Dornbracht. ‘The rain 
showerhead and cascade spout 
make showering a pleasure, while 
the brassware finish, produced from 
1 8 -carat gold and copper, adds 
indulgent warmth to the design.’ 


I 




84 housetohome. co .uk/countryhomesandinteriors 



HOME IMPROVEMENTS 



Country best Wall-hung towel rails 



i- ^ 


Trad rad 

This classic white 
radiator has smart 
chrome bars. 

• Cabot, £900, 

Heritage 

Bathrooms. 


Smart buy 

Switches from a 
central heating 
system to electricity 
for convenience. 

• Hart Ball, from 
£1,044, CP Hart. 



Taking shape 

A chrome-plated 
rail with a stylish 
curved top. 

• Lincoln Traditional, 
£149.95, Victorian 
Plumbing. 


Delicious drenching 

A statement showering area 
unrestricted by screen or enclosure 
is a winning formula. ‘Following the 
trend for sleek yet practical design, the 
valve of this mixer shower is installed 
behind the tiled wall, so that all the 
emphasis is on the dramatic large-scale 
showerhead,’ says Emma Foster, Senior 
Marketing Manager, Mira Showers. 



Wide open 

‘Walk-in and walk-through showers 
with minimal frames create a luxurious 
open feel, and are seamless and 
sophisticated,’ says Laura Jones, Head 
of Product, Bathstore. ‘We offer a large 
selection of sleek glass panels, which 
means that the shower can be tailored 
to almost any bathroom design or 
shower-room layout.’ » 
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- How can I deal with 
awkward spaces? 

A new angle 

‘The main obstacles to overcome in 
this room were the slanting walls 
and low ceiling,’ says Leanna Fry, 
Senior Designer, Ripples. ‘Designing 
a walk-in shower area made the 
most of the limited space. Bespoke 
made-to-measure glass screens were 
also added to minimise splash.’ 


Foldaway solution 

‘A small bathroom shouldn’t hinder 
you from creating a stylish, practical 
space,’ says Martin Carroll, Managing 
Director, Duravit. ‘This ingenious 
shower enclosure folds back against 
the walls when not in use - ideal for 
creating room to move around.’ 



Shape shifter 

‘Shower screens can be adapted to fit 
most spaces,’ says Kirsten Wain, 
Senior Designer, West One Bathrooms. 
‘They can be shaped for sloped 
ceilings, fitted full height, or include 
cut-outs for dwarf walls. For a 
minimal effect, choose recessed 
profiles and frameless glass.’ 





Glazed panels, 
Ranking kit, Pura 
■ Vida shower 
^ ' valve, shower 
and handset, 
£4,477, Ripples. 



Large-format tiles 
make a shower room 
feel bigger with fewer 
grout lines on show. 
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01494 465533 


info@sebo.co.uk 


For a chance to win a SEBO vacuum 
cleaner, enter our monthly draw at: 

www.sebo.co.uk 


The NEW SEBO AIRBELT E Range 


The strong, silent type 


Take your cleaning to a new Level with 
the SEBO AIRBELT E vacuum cleaner. The 
super-quiet, yet extremely powerful motor, 
variable suction, free-rolling castors, long 
cleaning range and easy to hold handle, 
make cleaning much easier... and quieter. 
It Looks good too! 


SEBO. Tough on dirt. 


Dirt has 
nowhere 
to hide 




PROJECT 3 

BEDS 


Which style should I choose 
for my child’s room? 


W hen designing a child’s 

room, the bed is, of course, 
the star of the show. 

For children, it’s all about having 
a magical place to dream, read and 
play, but parents will be paying 
attention to the practicalities, too. 

A toddler’s bed with low side rails 
that fits a cot-size mattress is the 
next step up from a cot; some cots 
also convert to become a small bed. 
Another option is an extendable bed 
that starts short, at around 140cm, 
and then pulls out to a full-size bed. 

In a shared bedroom, sleeping 
on bunk beds makes bedtime fun 
for siblings aged six or over, but 


safety is paramount. ‘Bunks 
should be joined by internal 
wooden dowelling with cross 
fitting screws or metal dowels 
with intersecting bolts, and the 
ladder should have traditional 
wooden joints,’ says Dave Knight, 
Managing Director, Aspace. 

In a small room, a cabin bed 
or mid-sleeper (an elevated frame 
with storage capacity underneath 
the mattress) is a good choice. To 
create even more space, choose a 
high sleeper - the bed is raised 
high enough to allow for a desk, 
a daybed or shelving and - a big 
plus - even a wardrobe beneath. j 

\ 


Secret 

hideaway 

With plenty of space 
to play as well as 
to dream, this 
mid-sleeper frees up 
more floor space for 
toys. Climb the ladder 
into the treehouse at 
bedtime and wake up 
to daylight creeping 
through the windows 
and skylight. 



Christopher 
mid-sleeper treehouse, 
H219.5xW130.5xD208cm, 
£399.99, Noa & Nani. 

a: 




Play station 

Store clothes or toys in the bed’s 
two drawers. Put books on the four 
shelves, and write or draw on the 
full-size blackboard at the foot end. 
This bed, made using reclaimed fir 
from old buildings and featuring a 
bleached finish, will soon put paid 
to arguments about tidying up! 



Princess style 

An intricately carved mahogany 
frame with two extra legs at the 
footboard encloses a woven rattan 
design that comes straight from a 
fairytale. With its distressed antique 
white finish, this sophisticated bed 
can take a child through to her teens. 
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HOME IMPROVEMENTS 


Oliver children's 
beds, H129x 
W101xD204cm, 
£275 each. 
Feather & Black. 













tbes^^.yint^e-style ‘ beds in . powder;; 
simple, class 

ri' -i 1/4 J o --rai^ aW\"1Ktt "in ’O mTi-l-oVvl 




HOME IMPROVEMENTS 


5 Their first bed 

A cot that comes with low 
side panels and footboard 


Classic cot bed, 
H96xW78xD147cm, - 

£395, The Little 
White Company. 


to replace the original tall 
slatted ones is a sensible 
option when the time comes 
to convert the cot to a bed. 
The birch-frame model here 
is finished in Soft White. 








6 


Jill bunk beds, 
H166xW152xD203cm 
(width given includes 
ladder), £795, Aspace. 


Double up 

Fun for a shared room, this bunk bed 
arrangement can be converted later 
into two full-size single beds (not the 
case for all bunk beds). The upper 
bunk is suitable for children aged six 
plus. It’s supplied in self-assembly 
form, but for an extra fee can be put 
together by the delivery team. 



Paint a bed 
any colour of 
the rainbow in 
child-safe paint 
from The 
Nurseiy Paint 
Company. 


Home maker 

What child could 
resist playing house 
in this novel take on 
a four-poster bed? 

Made from solid, 
sustainable timber, 
its white-painted 
frame is perfect for a 
pared-down modern 
country look. 


'I 


Millie House bed, 
H1 90xW1 06xD204.5cm, 
£449, Marks & Spencer. 




Cottage design 

Kit out a bedroom in storybook style 
with a bed featuring a c lassie 
headboard with bed knobs. Made from 
a mixture of pine and composites, 
it comes in six colours with either a 
drawer set, as shown, a single drawer 
or a truckle bed underneath. 


90 housetohome. co.uk/countryliomesanciinteriors 


SEE PAGE 133 FOR PHONE NUMBERS AND WEBSITES 


FEATURE CAROLINE RODRIGUES 




LEARN TO 
CREATE YOUR 
PERFECT ROOM 


ASSOCIATION 
WITH 


My 

Design 

School 

ai KLC 


Sign up now to join our exciting interactive online interior design course 
and receive an exclusive 20% off wallpaperdirect 


• 5-week course run by a 
dedicated course tutor 

• Covers everythingfrom colour 
and pattern to space planning 

• Work in your own time at home 
oron the move 

• No previous experience needed 


• Apply newskillstoyourown project 

• Enjoy being part of the highly 
interactive online course community 

• Purchase premium interiors supplies 
with 20% off at wallpaperdirect 

• Course runs 14th Sept - 16th Oct 


BOOK NOW 

0NLY£299’^ 

Save £100 off the 
normal price of £399. 
Visit klc.co.uk 
and quote CH0715 

^Offer ends 10th August 2015 


Offer valid until Monday 10 August 2015. Course costs £299, saving £100 off the normal price of £399. Discount available online only and is not redeemable against sale items. Discount not applicable to 
delivery costs, wallpaperdirect discount code provided, after the course start date. The wallpaperdirect discount valid from i4September until 30 October 2015. 
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PROJECT 3 


D 

ISHWASHERS 


- Which design is best for 
my lifestyle? 



The latest integrated 
models get on with 
the job quietly and 
efficiently behind 
closed doors. 



fter a good meal, it’s great to relax 
while a dishwasher does the dishes. 

Id don’t feel guilty - they use less 
water and energy than washing by hand. 

The capacity of a model is calculated from 
a typical place setting of crockery, glassware 
and cutlery for one person. Standard models 
take between IS and 15 place settings; 
slimline types nine or 10, and a compact 
counter-top model caters for six. 

Useful features include half -load options, 
anti-flood devices, delay start and child locks. 
Noise levels are rated in decibels (dB), with 
top-of-the-range models usually the quietest. 
High-tech programmes include eco, intensive 
and delicate cycles, and automatically sense 
soiling levels and adjust accordingly Whirlpool 
leads the way on drying: ‘Improved efficiency 
on our PowerDry models means even plastic 
items being dried,’ says Jennifer Spragg, Brand 
and Digital Marketing Manager, Whirlpool. 
Ratings include scores for energy efficiency, 
plus cleaning and drying performance. 



Best for. . . low noise 

Tested to the equivalent of 20 years' 
use, this semi-integrated model won't 
let you down, and purrs along at just 
38dB when on its quietest setting. 

• G6410 SCi, 14 place settings, 
H805xW598xD470mm, £1,200, 
Miele.A+++AA. 





Best for. . . country style 

Available in a range of country 
kitchen shades, this 1950s-style model 
has 1 0 programmes, five washing 
temperatures and a small load option. 

• DF6FABP2,13 place settings, 
H885xW598xD675mm, col Cream, 
£699,Smeg.A+AA. 


5 


Best for. . . water saving 

Wash a full load in just 30 or 58 
minutes depending on the level 
of dirt. This eco-warrior dishwasher 
uses just 6L water. 

• DSFN6839W EcoSmart, 13 place 
settings, H850xW600xD598mm, 
£349, Beko.A+AA. 



Best for. . . drying 

An innovative airflow system removes 
the steam so that even plastics will 
come out dry. Its 28-jet spray system 
scours pots and pans really clean. 

• ADP 900 IX 6th Sense, 13 place 
settings, H850xW597xD590mm, 
£593.99, Whirlpool. A+++AA. 


4 

Best for. . . families 

Features include easy-loading 
adjustable baskets, a hygiene-plus 
programme for knives and chopping 
boards, and a childproof lock. 

• SN278W01TG, 14 place settings, 
H845xW600xD600mm, £700, 
Siemens. A+++AA. 




6 

Best for... integration 

Hidden behind a door to match your 
kitchen units, this dishwasher offers 
five programmes, a water softening 
feature and a handy delay timer. 

• Di625,12 place settings, 
H815xW598xD550mm, £441, 
Caple. A+AA. 
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Design secrets 


The 

Country 

Decorator 


Beams may be the structural 
bones of a building, but they 
also have aesthetic appeal. 
Use them to create striking 
features when decorating 
or renovating your home 



Team honey-toned Cotswold^ 
stone and wood with neutrals^ 
for a modern country look 



Create a focal point A large beam above an 
inglenook fireplace forms a border and makes a 
spectacular focal point for a country living room. If the 
beams were originally painted black, say Paula Barnes, 
Director, interior design company Eliza Barnes, ‘You 
could revert to a natural oak finish or repaint them in 
a pale colour to lift the space and make it feel lighter.’ 



Gro up a level 


Mezzanines, by their very 
nature, can obscure the 
character of old buildings. 
Marc Gan i, architect, Lewis 
Foster Lewis Architects, 
advises, 'When carefully 
exposed and sensitively 
cleaned up, the old timber 
structure can add patina 
and enrich a space that 
would otherwise appear as 
a new addition to a home.' 



Find the perfect match For a contemporary rustic 
feel in the kitchen, add units in similar tones to the beams. 
Adam Hills, Founder, salvage design company Retrouvius, 
suggests using reclaimed timbers. ‘The patination of old 
materials,’ he says, ‘is more forgiving to the gentle angles 
in buildings where original beams are often foimd.’ 



in the light 


Large windows 
between beams add 
daylight to a dark 
area and create a 
stunning mix of old 
and new. As Mark 
Hudson, Founder, 
Red House Architects, 
explains, 'A living 
space should tie in 
with the whole. The 
historical structure is 
part of this, enhancing 
our experience 
of the space.' » 
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Design secrets 



Double up Make an eye-catching architectural 
statement in an attic bedroom by retaining the original 
A-shaped roof beam and then echoing it by using 
it as a template for any new structural additions. By 
teaming a modern painted version with an original 
wooden beam, you can create a truly individual and 
interesting feature that also has a practical purpose. 



Give it the X factor 



Accentuate the 
old-style charm 
of a period 
property by 
exposing the 
original lattice 
beams. Paint the 
whole ceiling in 
a unifying shade 
of white to make 
a decorative 
statement and 
draw the eye 
upwards. Team 
with soft grey 
furnishings and 
vintage-style 
accessories for 
a simple, yet 
elegant, French 
rustic feel. 


Wow with white 



In a room where the 
bare wood beams are 
fully exposed up to the 
roof apex, they often 
become the dominant 
element. For an interior 
look that feels clean, 
contemporary and 
harmonious, paint 
the wood frame 
and walls in the 
same shade of white. 
Keep the rest of the 
scheme relatively calm, 
so as not to divert 
too much attention 
from the beams. 


u 


Tricks of the trade... 

Instead of sandblasting and wire 
brusliing, remove paint from dark 
beams in old bouses with cbemlcal 
strippers, but patcb-test first. 


Douglas Kent, Technical and Research Director, SPAB 
(The Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings) 





Make a frame Lateral and vertical beams are part of 
the framework of a building, so consider how to use them 
to best effect when positioning key pieces of furniture. 
Exposed beams around a window, for example, can create 
a beautiful visual backdrop for a freestanding bath on a 
stand made from simple wooden blocks of similar width. 
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Handmade farmhouse tables, 
designed by you, crafted by us 
and loved by the whole family. 
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the checkout to receive 5% off your total order. 
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At home with... 


The first thing Sara Gadd ever grew, in the 

two-acre garden in Cornwall she shares with her husband, 
Daro, and son, Eiger, was a crop of beetroot. ‘I just felt I 
needed to grow something so I dug a two-metre square plot 
in the field,’ says Sara, who continues to grow a wide range 
of vegetables, including many heritage varieties, at Lower 
Treculliacks House, near Constantine, north of the Helford 
River. Although it is her priority to use the land around her 


Granite terrace 

A chunky oak table 
and benches sit in 
this sunny spot 
beside the house. 
Stipa gigantea and 
Verbena bonariensis 
catch the sun's rays 
in an adjoining bed. 


Owners Garden designer 
Sara Gadd and her husband 
Daro Montag, Professor of Art 
and Environment at Falmouth 
University, who live here with 
their nine-year-old son, Eiger, 
plus Yorkshire Terrier Muffy, 
cats Sid and Pink, horses Roxy 
and Peggy and a flock of hens. 
House Originally two 
small I ate -19th -century 
farmworkers' cottages. 

Garden Just under two 
acres facing south, bordered 
by a wild area of dense scrub, 
known locally as The Moor, 
that partly shades the site. 


house for growing food and fuel, as an artist turned garden 
designer she also ensures that the garden feeds the eye 
and the senses as much as the family. 

Sara moved to Cornwall from the South East 15 years 
ago, drawn by the offer of a job at Falmouth University and 
the area’s many great gardens, which she knew from having 
spent holidays in the county. ‘I’d always loved gardening,’ 
says Sara, ‘but when Daro and I took on a garden that 
needed a lot of work doing to it, I realised I didn’t have 
the knowledge for such a big project. So, I enrolled on an 
RHS course in horticulture at Duchy College.’ 

Enthralled by the subject, she went on to do an HNC in 
Garden Design and Plantsmanship and started a business 
in 2008, the same year she assisted as a volunteer on the 
construction of designer Andy Sturgeon’s Gold-Medal-winning 


RHS Chelsea Flower Show garden. It was also the same 


year she won a competition, shown on ITV West Country, to 


design a garden for the Eden Project. 


Sara’s own garden, which had kick-started her new career. 


was unpromising material. The soil was very acidic and the » 
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Cornwall garden 



What makes this 
garden so speeiaL. 

‘It reflects tlie way 
we try to live, by 
providing food, fuel, 
and a place to keep 
our minds and 
bodies healthy’ 
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Cornwall garden 


Vegetable garden 

Neat raised beds 
filled with produce 
lead the eye 
towards the rolling 
countryside beyond. 





hat we love most about this garde 
^‘Having breakfast together 
^ at the oak table on the 
terrace on a sunny morning’ 


plot was bordered on the south side by swampy, wild land 
that locals call The Moor and was full of grey, sallow willow, 
hawthorn and blackthorn, which were fast encroaching on 
the garden. ‘We started at the edges, rediscovering the 
boundaries, and worked back towards the house,’ says Sara. 
‘The first two years were mostly spent removing scrub and 
brambles and clearing debris, including old greenhouses.’ 

Although the site faces south, the closeness of The 
Moor has a profound influence on the garden, shading 
its southernmost edge, but also lending a dark backdrop 
against which Sara’s brilliant planting stands out. An effect 
vividly demonstrated at its best on a summer afternoon when 
airy Stipa gigantea glitters around the terrace with bright 
Libertia ixioides ‘Goldfinger’ glowing a deep orange at its 
feet. Other ‘light-catchers’ that Sara loves to plant include 
Calamagrostis brachytricha, a clump-forming grass with 
fluffy silver flowerheads, and Astilbe chinensis ‘Vision in 
Pink’, a soft pink candyfloss flower that does well in damp 
soils and mingles with ferns, grasses and sedges in the 
shady area around Sara’s studio. 

The sunny granite terrace was the last piece of the 
garden’s jigsaw puzzle to be put into place. ‘It was a very 
slow process because we did everything ourselves,’ says Sara. 
‘A local quarryman, Rex Andrew, delivered the stone and 
Daro manoeuvred everything into position using rollers and 
crowbars.’ Massive slabs of stone are contained by neat 
grids of granite setts and framed by vertical walls made of 
timber-filled gabions. ‘We used short lengths of eucalyptus » 


Modern 

GoiiMiry 

Classic 


Going natural 

Choosing material carefully 
will ensure your garden 
blends into the landscape. 

Need to know,.. 

• Be sensitive to the natural 
setting of the garden and let 

the style become looser 
towards the edges. 

• Use locally sourced wood and 
stone for building terracing or 

walls to connect the garden 
to its surroundings. 

• Maintain a limited palette 
of hard-landscaping materials 

throughout the garden to 
create a coherent look. 

• Select plants that reflect the 
light to use against dark 

backdrops or in shady areas. 

• Set aside a small area for 
vegetables for colour and 

texture - go for unusual varieties 
that can't be found in shops. 
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On our doorstep... 

Shop at,.. 'Bailey's Country 
Store (01326 379888, baileys 
countrystore.co.uk) in Penryn, 
an essential shop stocking 
everything from chicken feed 
and bolts to organic bread.' 

Go for a walk in... 

'Constantine Woods, near 
Falmouth, a wonderful ancient 
beech woodland, with magical 
mossy granite boulders and 
babbling streams.' 

Buy plants at... 'Trevena 
Cross Nurseries (01736 
763880, trevenacross.co.uk), 
near Helston, where you'll 
find fabulous old olive trees, 
unusual ferns and great 
personal service.' 


logs because it fits with us being dependent on wood for 
heating,’ says Sara. 

The terrace, now complete with monumental oak table 
and benchs and a sinuously shaped olive tree in a raised bed, 
is a stylish piece of design, providing a secure centre for 
the garden, an important transition between the house and 
softer, more naturalistic areas. 

Wood is used throughout for its practicality and beauty, from 
the reclaimed railway sleepers that form grand entrance arches 
and the polished, tactile tree trunk holding aloft a roof that 
shelters the walk from house to wood store, to the western 
red cedar used to build Sara’s studio. The house is heated by a 
wood-fuelled Rayburn, which will eventually be fed, to a degree, 
by the small woodland that Sara and Daro have planted. 

Nine raised beds in the vegetable garden are host to a 
dazzling array of produce. ‘We always grow lots of different 
varieties, including black and golden tomatoes, red and yellow 
carrots, and purple peas.’ In between building dens in the 
garden, Eiger will often be sent off with instructions relating 
to which produce to pick for supper. 

Sara loves to share the garden with family and friends, 
and opened for the National Gardens Scheme for the first 
time in 2013. She hopes to do so again in 2016 to raise more 
funds for charity; another role for this beautiful, hard-working 
corner of west Cornwall. 

W gARTen Design, 01326 340495, gardendesignincornwall.co.uk. 


Woodland Lofty 
gunnera, foxgloves 
and ferns line the 
shady pathway 
from the woodland 
edge of the garden, 
Through the arch, 
made from railway 
sleepers, is the 
granite terrace 
beside the house. 
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Cornwall garden 



U 


Sara’s favourite 
naturally-toned plants 


1 Dryoptens erythrosora is a delicate 
fern that has gorgeous auburn fronds. 

2 Salvia nemorosa 'Caradonna' will 
give a second flowering if cut down. 

3 Hemerocallis 'Catherine Woodbery' is 
a dusky mix of pink and lemon yellow. 

4 Saxifraga 'Cloth of Gold', with its 
bright green foliage, grows best in shade. 

5 Heritage carrots, including 'Rouge 
Sang', come in rainbow colours. 

6 Delosperma 'Jewel of the Desert Ruby' 
carries pink daisy flowers all summer. 

7 Lathyrus odoratus 'Cupani' is a stocky 
sweet pea variety and very fragrant. 

8 Libertia ixioides 'Goldfinger' gives 
a brilliantly-coloured spike of attitude. 



NEXT MONTH A CONTEMPORARY GARDEN IN WILTSHIRE 
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Join for free today and get even more from your magazine. Handpicked 
offers, unique giveaways and unmissable prizes - exclusive to subscribers 



FREE classic climbers duo 
worth £23.98* 


: Save 32% on a two night spa break for 
' two and get a FREE Clarins gift each 


FREE 3 fitness class passes 
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FREE ebook downloads of this 
summer's hottest fiction 
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Treat your pup to a beautifully bespoke 
dog jacket from Baker & Bray. Every 
order is custom-tailored in the UK with 
cosy Liberty print fabric linings. 
Prices start from £190. » 
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4 Have fun at 
a festival 

Festival Fabulous by Ros 
Badger and Christine Leech 
(^16.99, Quadrille Publishing) 
is filled with over 40 craft 
projects and styling ideas to 
create a stand-out camping 
space, from blanket bunting 
and feather garlands to a 
colourful patchwork tent. 


Turn unused 
grassland into a 
flower-rich area 


• Contact your local 
council to track down 

vacant land and get 
permission to plant on it. 

• Organise fundraising 
events to buy wildflower 

seeds and spread the 
word about your project- 
bake sales, summer fetes, 
and sponsored activities 
are lovely ideas. 

• Sow wildflower seed 

and grasses - visit 
buglife.org.uk for planting 
advice - and allow for mown 
grass paths for access. 

• Sign up volunteers, 
including people who can 

help out with regular 
maintenance and a list of 
more causal workers. 

• Enjoy a picnic - invite 

the community to 
celebrate the meadow. 


Happy thoughts & ideas 


2 RAISE A GLASS 

Hosting a garden party? 

Impress guests with a 
refreshing tipple from this 
stylish drinks dispenser - we 
love the cute honey pot 
design, £25, from Tesco Direct. 


10 ways to 


Fashion, wellheing, 
eco, pets, travel and 
other nice things 


Look like an 
English rose 

Fl/vis- 
vCyvlt rrv 

Floral Hettie jacket, £299; Floral Diana 
skirt, £1 99, both Cabbages & Roses. 
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HALF PRICE 
REUPHOLSTERY* ^ I 


Reupholster one item, get a second Half Price 


Plumbs 


PRESTIGE REUPHOLSTERY 


Sanderson ROSS MORRIS so* linwood 


swaffer 

■■ ‘OEni;-.- 


UK'S REUPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST 

Fall in love with your favourite furniture again with 
Prestige Reupholstery. Right now we are offering Half Price 
Reupholstery for readers of this magazine! We will 
Reupholster one item and reupholster a second for Half 
Price* in a selection of fabulous designs! 

We reupholster and produce hand tailored loose furniture 
covers for virtually all styles of furniture including: • G Plan 

• Ercol • antique • Buoyant • Parker Knoll • Laura Ashley 

• Christie Tyler • Duresta and many more. 


Totally handcrafted, your furniture will be lovingly 
reupholstered from a huge range of the finest fabrics. All from 
leading design houses including Sanderson, Ross, Linwood, 
William Morris, Swaffer and many more. 

When you request our reupholstery service, our expert 
craftsmen, often local to your area, will inspect and restore 
your furniture, before reupholstering it to its former glory. 

Simply request a FREE design consultation and your local 
Consultant will show you the Prestige range in the comfort of 
your own home, with absolutely no-obligation to buy. 


FREE REPLACEMENT SEAT CUSHIONS - FREE ARM COVERS OR SCATTER CUSHION COVERS 


OFFER ENDS NEXT 21 DA YS 

01772 90 15 

Lines open 7 days a week, quoting Dept. No P9001 CM 


www.plumbs.co.uk/ch 


*Half Price Reupholstery offer on selected designs, lowest value item is reupholstered for Half Price. Antique furniture excluded from offer. Terms and conditions apply. 
Plumbs Ltd, Brookhouse Mill, Old Lancaster Lane, Preston PRl 7PZ 



Arrange a free 

HOME VISIT AND 
RECEIVE YOUR FREE 
COLOUR BROCHURE, 
CALL NOW ON 
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I Buy British. 

I David 
Salisbury 


David Salisbury has come 
a long way in 30 years. 
What began as a one-man 
joinery business has grown 
into a team of more than 
1 50 craftspeople, building 
and hand-finishing 
hardwood conservatories 
and orangeries from the 
factory in Somerset. 
Traditional carpentry 
techniques are combined 
with modern machinery to 
create bespoke sanctuaries 
that are perfect for enjoying 
countryside views. Prices 
start from around £45,000. 
Call 01 278 764444, 
davidsalisbury.com. 





UaMv 


Whether it’s runner beans for 
biscuits or plums for eggs, trade 
your homegrown goods at a 
seasonal food swap event. Visit 
applesforeggs.com to find one 
taking place near you. 



Go wild with. . . 


water mint 

Use this sweet-smelling 
herb around the home 

- you’ll find it growing 
in very damp areas 

• Keep a fresh bouquet in 

the kitchen to scent the air 
as you pluck leaves for cooking. 

Place in an enamel jug for 
rustic country style. 

• Create a natural flea repellent 

- bundle 2 parts mint, 1 part l 

thyme and 1 part wormwood [ 

inside a small pillow and place 

near your pet's bed. [ 

• Make a cup of tea. Mint has 
medicinal properties and is great 
for soothing an unsettled stomach 
-just pour boiling water over 
fresh leaves and leave to infuse 

for 2-3 minutes. I 



9 Sun shimmers 

Give skin an uplifting 
golden glow 


1 Perfect for giving 
skin a dewy look, 

Complexion 
Rescue Tinted 
Hydrating Gel 
Cream, £26 for 
35ml (10 shades), 
BareMinerals. 

2 Dust this powder 
over your face 
or add some to 


your moisturised 
Shimmer Powder, 
£25 for 26g (three 
shades), Ben Nye. 

3 Try this to 
enhance your tan, 
SunKiss Bronze 
& Glow Enhancing 
Sunscreen, £35 
for 50g, Cosmetics 
a la Carte. » 




SEE PAGE 133 FOR PHONE NUMBERS AND WEBSITES 
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Holiday on 
horseback 


It’s time to saddle up and explore the 
countryside on an equine escape... 


WESTPORT WOODS 
HOTEL 


WESTPORT, COUNTY MAYO 


We love it because... It’s set 
on the rugged west coast 
of Ireland, near Croagh 
Patrick and Clew Bay. 
Equestrian activities? When 
the tide is low on Bertra 
beach, you can enjoy 
horse-riding along the wild 
Atlantic shore. Or head to 
the hills for spectacular 
views of Clew Bay’s 365 
drumlin islands. 

What is the accommodation 
like? Spacious comfortable 
rooms overlook acres of 
mature gardens and 
historic Westport House. 
How much? From €399 
per person for three 
nights with breakfast, 
including two treks and a 
therapeutic seaweed bath. 
Westport Woods, 

00 353 983 5811, 
westportwoodshotel.com. 
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CLUMBER PARK HOTEL 

WORKSOP, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 


We love it because... With 
pony trekking on the 
doorstep, it’s the perfect 
horse-riding retreat. 
Equestrian activities? The 
Trek and Treat experience 
offers easy ambles or full 
canters through Sherwood 
Forest. On return, unwind 
in the luxurious hotel spa. 
What is the accommodation 
like? Contemporary rooms 
styled in calming hues 
offer great comfort. 

How much? From ^125 per 
person for a one-night stay 
with breakfast, a trek and 
a spa treatment. 

Clumber Park Hotel, 

01633 835333, 
clumberparkhotel.com. 



GIDLEIGH PARK HOTEL 

CHAGFORD, DEVON 


We love it because... It’s 
the place to be if you’re a 
seasoned rider who loves a 
stylish hotel with good food. 
Equestrian activities? 
Horseback adventure 
company Liberty Trails 
(liberty-trails.com) takes 
guests on guided rides across 
the beautiful landscape of 
Dartmoor exploring open 
moorland, ancient woodland, 
rivers, standing stones 
and granite posts. You can 
bring your own horse or 
hire a quality American 
Quarter horse from the 
Liberty Trails stables. 

What is the accommodation 
like? The elegant Tudor 
mansion has a two-Michelin- 
star restaurant (headed up 
by chef Michael Caines). 
How much? From ^2,100 
per person for a three-night 
stay, including all meals and 
two days of horse-riding. 
Gidleigh Park, 01647 
433367, gidleigh.co.uk. 
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Lake Como, 

St Moritz Se tne 
Bernina Express 

We explore Lake Como, one 
of the most beautiful lakes 
in the world plus some 
stunning icons of northern 
Italy and Switzerland. 
Selected departures up to 
October 201 5, the price 
includes: Return flights from 
most UK airports, taxes and 
transfers. • 7 nights in hand- 
picked 4-star hotels with half 
board. • Sightseeing, including 
St Moritz, Bernina Express rail 
journey and Lake Maggiore. 

• Lake cruise to Bellagio and a 
visit to the gardens of Villa del 
Balbianello. • Experienced tour 
manager throughout. 



Lake Garda, Venice & Verona 

This tour takes you to some of the finest sights and cities 
that northern Italy has to offer. 


' Lakes Maggiore, Orta & the Matterhorn 

; This fully-escorted tour visits Lake Maggiore, straddling Italy 
and Switzerland, and nearby Lake Orta in northwest Italy. 


Selected departures 
up to October 201 5, the 
price includes: 

• Return flights from most 
UK airports, taxes and 
transfers. • 7 nights 
in hand-picked lake-front 
hotels with half board. 


• Comprehensive 
sightseeing of beautiful 
Lake Garda, the majestic 
Dolomites and the stunning 
historic Italian cities of 
Verona and Venice. 

• Experienced tour manager 
throughout. 


Selected departures 
up to October 201 5, the 
price includes: 

• Return flights from most UK 
airports, taxes and transfers. 

• 7 nights in a 4-star hotel 
with half board. • A visit to 
Isola Bella in Lake Maggiore, 


Zermatt in the Swiss Alps, 
viewing the Matterhorn, and 
trips to Lakes Como and Orta 
and the island of San Giulio in 
Lake Orta. • A ride on the 
Centovalli Railway and a cruise 
on the lake. • Experienced 
tour manager throughout. 


FOR A BROCHURE GALL 01883 583454, OR BOOK ONLINE AT COHRIVIERA.CO.UK 



Additional entrance costs may apply. Prices are per person, based on two sharing and subject to finite availability. Images used in conjunction 
with Riviera Travel. Offer operated by and subject to the booking conditions of Riviera Travel Ltd. ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430, a company wholly 
independent of Country Homes & Interiors, published by Time Inc. (UK) Ltd. 






COUNTIff HOMES 

& INTERIORS 

Subscription invitation 

YES I would like to subscribe to Country Homes & Interiors 

Please tick your preferred payment method 

□ BEST OFFER! UK 2 year, cheque/cash/credit or debit card 
(24 issues): Pay just £57, saving 50% (full price £114) 

□ UK 1 year, cheque/cash/credit or debit card 

(12 issues): Pay just £34.99, saving 38% (full price £57) 

□ Pay just £33.99 per year by Direct Debit, 
saving 40% (full price £57) 

Overseas readers can save up to 25%. 

Visit the website address on the opposite page for all prices. 

YOUR DETAILS 

Mrs/Miss/IVIs/IVIr Forename 

Surname 

If you would like to receive emails from Country Homes & Interiors and Time Inc. (UK) Ltd containing news, 
special offers, product and service information and, occasionally, take part in our magazine research via 
email, please include your email below. 

Email 

Address 


Postcode 


Home tel, (inc. area code) 

If you would like to receive messages from Country Homes & Interiors and Time Inc. (UK) Ltd containing 
news, special offers, product and service information and, occasionally, take part in our magazine 
researcn via your mobile, please include your mobile phone number below. 

Mobile 


Date of Birth 




I WOULD LIKE TO SEND A GIFT SUBSCRIPTION TO 

Please fill out both the recipient's details below and your details above. To give more 
than one subscription, please give address details on a separate sheet. 


Mrs/M iss/Ms/Mr Forename 


Surname 

Address 


Postcode 


CHOOSE FROM THREE EASY WAYS TO PAY 


1. Pay just £33.99 per year by Direct Debit - save 40% 


Instruction to your Bank or Building 

Society to pay by Direct Debit 

For office use only. Originator's reference - 764 221 


DIRECT 
Deb i t 


Name of Bank 

Address of Bank 

Postcode 


Account Name 

SortCodeDDDDDD Acc. No'JDDDDDDD 

Please pay Time Inc. (UK) Ltd Direct Debits from the account detailed on this 
instruction subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. 

I understand that this instruction may remain with Time Inc. (UK) Ltd and, if so, 
details will be passed electronically to my Bank or Building Society. 


Signature Date 

(I am over 18) 

2 . 1 enclose a cheque/postal order made 
payabletoTime Inc. (UK) Ltd forthe amount of £ 

3. Please debit myi |Z[ Mastercard IZfVisa EH Visa Debit [ElAmex EH Maestro (UKonly) 
Card No: 

□DDDDDDDDDDDDDDD 

Start date (Maestro only) Issue no (Maestro only) Expiry date 

□0/00 []DD @0/00 


Signature Date 

(I am over 18) 

SEND TO: Country Homes & Interiors Subscriptions, 

FREEPOST RTKA-YLJG-HAAK, Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, Rockwood House, 
9-16 Perrymount Road, Haywards Heath, RH16 3DH 

(No stamp needed - UKonly) 

Overseas: Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, PO BOX 272, Haywards Heath, 

West Sussex, RH16 3FS, UK 

*When you purchase a 2 year subscription. “The digital version comes free with the print edition of your 
subscription and is available strictly on atrial basis. Time Inc. UK Ltd reserve the right to withdraw free access to the 
digital version at any time. Offer open to new subscribers only. Final closing date for all orders is 31 August 2015. 
Please allow up to 6 weeks for delivery, 8 weeks for overseas orders. Direct Debit offer is available to UK subscribers 
only. The full subscription rate is for 1 year(12 issues) and includes postage and packaging. If the magazine ordered 
changesfrequency per annum, we will honour the number of issues paid for, not the term of the subscription. Credit/ 
debit card charges will betaken in sterling. Calls to 0330 numbers will be charged at no more than a national landline 
call, and may be included in your phone providers call bundle. The Rewards scheme is available for all active print 
subscribers of magazines published by Time Inc. UK, free of charge. It is also available to digital subscribers as long 
as the subscription has been purchased directly through the publishers at magazinesdirect.com. Only the recipient 
of the subscription is entitled to access Rewards. While most offers are only available in the UK, some will be open 
to subscribers based overseas. Full terms and conditions are available at mymagazinerewards.co.uk. For enquiries 
and overseas rates contact inagazinesdirect@quadrantsubs.com or call +44 330 333 111 3. Country Homes 
& Interiors, published by Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, will collect your personal information to process your order. Country 
Homes & Interiors and Time Inc. (UK) Ltd would like to contact you by post or telephone to promote and ask your 
opinion on our magazines and services. Please tick here if you prefer not to hear from Time Inc. (UK) Ltd □ . Time Inc. 
(UK) Ltd may occasionally pass your details to carefully selected organisations so that they can contact you by 
telephone or post with regard to promoting and researching their products and services. Please tick here if you 
prefer not to be contacted □ . Time Inc. (UK) Ltd who publish Country Homes & Interiors would like to send 
messages to your mobile with offers from carefully selected organisations and brands, promoting and researching 
their products and services. Ifyou wantto receive messages pleasetick here □ .Time Inc. (UK) Ltd would like to email 
you with offers from carefully selected organisations and brands, promoting and researching their ^ _ 

products and services. Ifyou wantto receive these messages pleasetick here □ . I / \~ 
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Go Digital! Download ^our 
magazine right away. 


Every subscription package 
includes access to the digital 
version for iPad and iPhonef* 


Enjoy the luxury of 
home delivery 

Never miss an issue. 
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Get exclusive 
extras every 
month with 
L, Rewards r 


Monthly e 

Exclusive 

subscribe 

subscribe today a 
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Love the easy-come, 
jeasy-go spirit of coastal styh 
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Mor^sual coak*outa 
»ic}^ press flowers 
Lavenddr farms 
Clifftop hotel breaks 


PBOJECTS A; FLANS * Garden party furniture • Larders • Frldge-freesserB 


3 (yMA/V WAV)A -te- 

• Online af6iiagaziiiesdirect.com/chaug 
•By calling OZZO 333 111 3 

Please quote code 17R Overseas readers please call +44 330 333 1113. 
Lines are open seven days a week from Sam to 9pm UK time. 

•By post, using the coupon on the left 

THE DIRECT DEBIT GUARANTEE. This Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that accept instructions to pay Direct Debits. If there are any changes to the 
amount, date or frequency of your Direct Debit Time Inc. (UK) Ltd will notify you 10 working days in advance of your account being debited or as otherwise agreed. If you 
request Time Inc. (UK) Ltd to collect a payment, confirmation of the amount and date will be given to you at the time of the request. If an error is made in the payment of your 
Direct Debit, by Time Inc. (UK) Ltd or your bank or building society you are entitled to a full and immediate refund of the amount paid from your bank or building society. If 
you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it back when Time Inc. (UK) Ltd asks you to. You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting your 
bank or building society. Written confirmation may be required. Please also notify us. 



Perennial 

wallflowers 

Our hand-selected collection of 
hardy perennial wallflowers (far 
left) will return year after year, 
filling the garden with colour. 

Perfect for cottage-style borders 
and encouraging nectar-searching 
insects, wallflowers are a carefree 
option for country gardens. Our 
offer includes 'Spice Island', 
'Paintbox', 'Constant Cheer', which 
reach 60cm high and 45cm spread. 
Order three plants for £12 (one of 
each variety); or nine (three of each) 
for £1 6; or buy the ^Ultimate 
Perennial Collection of 18 
wallflowers (six of each) for just £21 
(saving £1 1 ) and get three 'Bowles's 
Mauve', worth £1 5, FREE. Plants 
supplied as chunky plugs (HI 4cm). 

star jasmine 

With thousands of pure white 
sweet-scented flowers and 
glossy evergreen foliage, star 
jasmine is perfect for containers 
or borders, or for covering 
a warm wall or obelisk. 
Trachelospermum jasminoides, or 
star jasmine, likes well-drained soil 
in sun or part shade, and is a slow- 
growing hardy perennial. The plants 
reach 3m in height and spread. 
Supplied in 9cm pots; buy one for 
£14 or two for £16 (saving £12). 

Terms and conditions Postage and 
packing costs £5.99 per order. All 
plants will be despatched in 14 days 
at the perfect time to plant and enjoy, 
unless stated otherwise. Online orders 
will receive an order acknowledgement 
via email with approximate delivery 
date. Offer closes 30 September 201 5. 
All items are subject to availability; 
we reserve the right to send suitable 
substitutes or, for paid-for items, offer a 
refund. If demand exceeds anticipated 
volumes for free items, we retain the 
right to replace with products of a similar 
retail value with no further notice. Offer 
available to UK addresses only. Reader 
offers cannot be used in conjunction 
with any other promotions or discounts. 
Your contract is with Hayloft, a company 
wholly independent of Country Homes & 
Interiors, published by Time Inc. (UK) Ltd. 
Country Homes & Interiors will collect 
your personal information to process 
your order and alert you of news, new 
products, services and offers available 
from Country Homes & Interiors and 
Time Inc. (UK) Ltd by email, 
phone and post. You can unsubscribe 
from emails by clicking unsubscribe 
within the email. 


Buys, 
save £12 


Wallflowers and jasmine offer COUNTRY HOMES 

HOWTOORDEROnlinevisithayloft-plants.co.uk/ROCH15. & INTERIORS 

By phone Call 01 386 426245 and quote ROCH1 5-25. 

By post Cut out and complete this coupon, then post to 

Country Homes & Interiors Reader Offer, PO BOX 2020, Pershore WR1 0 9BP. 


Please send me the following: Price 

Quantity 

Subtotal 

ROCH15-25YPEC03 3 x perennial wallflowers (1 of each) £12 


£ 

ROCH15-25YPEC09 9 x perennial wallflowers (3 of each) £16 


£ 

ROCH1 5-25YPEC21 Ultimate Perennial Collection (6 of each) £21 
PLUS receive 3 'Bowles's Mauve' EREE 


£ 

ROCH15-27PTTJ01 1 x star jasmine £14 


£ 

ROCH1 5-27PTTJ02 2 x star jasmines (save £12) £16 


£ 

1 enclose a cheque (made payable to Hayloft) for f 


p&p 

£5.99 

Or please debit my Mastercard □ Visa □ Maestro □ Total 




Card expiry date / Valid from / 

Card number □□□ n □□□□ DDDIZI DDDIZ 
Maestro only □□ IZI Maestro issue number □ □ Security code D EH EH 

Signature Date 

Name (Mrs/Miss/Ms/Mr/Title) 

Address (BLOCK CAPITALS) 


Postcode Email 

Daytime telephone no 

Country Homes & Interiors, published by Time Inc. (UK) Ltd will collect your personal information to process your order 
and alert you of news, new products, services and offers available from Country Homes & Interiors and from Time Inc. 
(UK) Ltd. You can unsubscribe from emails by clicking unsubscribe from within the email, and from SMS by following 
the instructions in the SMS. Please tick here Q if you prefer not to be contacted by phone or post. 






and l^ays, and eat your way 
to the perfect picnic... 



Pink lemonade 

Enjoy the ideal 
hot-day thirst-quencher. » 


Lousetohome.co.uk/countiyhomesandinteriors 



charred vegetable tray " 

The aromatic leaves and tasty seeds-fi 
k this dish with seasonal flavour. 




Good times, good food 


Pesto and mozzarella 
pastajars 

Mini balls of Italian cheese 
I add extra appeal to this 
I summery salad. » | 




; ''W- Roasted pepper baguette wraps 

For easy eating, cover these French bread parcels in 
■greaseproof paper and make pretty with twine. 


housetohome. CO. uk/ country homesandinteriors 





1 Put the ingredients in a pan with 350ml cold 
water and bring to the boil, stirring frequently. 
Leave to cool. 

Z Strain through a sieve, pushing the fruit down 
with a wooden spoon. Transfer to sterilised 
bottles and refrigerate (keeps for a week). To 
serve, pour a little into tumblers, top up with 
sparkling water and a sprig of mint if available. 


charred vegetable tray 

SERVES 4 



350g baby courgettes 
100ml olive oil 

250g asparagus, woody ends removed 
150g mangetout 
100ml extra-virgin olive oil 
1 lemon, juiced 

Small handful each of mint leaves, finely 

chopped, rocket, pea shoots or watercress, 

basil leaves, chopped 

Salt and freshly ground pepper 

3 tbsp pumpkin seeds 

3 tbsp flax seeds 

55g Parmesan, shaved 

1 Cut some of the courgettes in half and peel 
the others into fine slices. Toss with the olive 
oil and seasoning in a large mixing bowl. 

2 In a preheated griddle pan over a medium 
heat, griddle the vegetables, in batches. 

3 Mix the extra- virgin olive oil with the lemon 
juice, mint and seasoning in a small jar. Seal 
and shake. In a bowl, combine the vegetables 
with the rocket, pea shoots or watercress and 
basil. Transfer to an enamel tray and pack in a 
cool bag with the dressing, the seeds in another 
jar, and Parmesan in greaseproof paper. 

4 To serve, toss the salad with the dressing, 
season to taste and top with the seeds and 
Parmesan shavings. 





Fruit and nut wild rice salad 
The peach and pistachio 
combination gives a gourmet edge. 


Pesto and mozzarella pasta jars 

SERVES 4 

400g penne pasta 
55ml olive oil 

375g mixed cherry tomatoes 
175g basil pesto 

200g bocconcini (mini mozzarella), drained 
Large handful of basil leaves 
Salt and freshly ground pepper 

1 Cook the pasta in a large saucepan of salted, 
boiling water until al dente. 

2 Meanwhile, heat the olive oil in a large pan 
over a moderate heat. Add the cherry tomatoes 
and a little seasoning, and fry for S-3 minutes 
until the skins start to blister. 

3 Drain the pasta and toss with the tomatoes 
and pesto. Leave to cool, then cover and chill. 

4 Spoon the pasta salad into jars with the 
bocconcini, basil leaves, and season to taste. » 


Roasted pepper baguette wraps 

MAKES 4 


2 small white baguettes, halved and split open 
55ml olive oil 

225g roasted red peppers, sliced 
225g roasted yellow peppers, sliced 
150g fresh pesto 

200g mozzarella balls, drained and sliced 
Small handful of basil leaves 
100g pitted Kalamata olives 
Sprigs of oregano to serve 

1 Brush the insides of the baguettes with olive 
oil. Top with the roasted peppers and spread 
over the pesto. Then add the mozzarella, and 
sprinkle over the basil leaves, followed by the 
olives, before closing and pressing down gently. 
Z Wrap the sandwiches in greaseproof paper 
and tie them securely with string. Garnish 
each baguette with a few sprigs of oregano 
before serving. 

Fruit and nut wild riee salad 

SERVES 4 

250g wild rice, rinsed in cold water 
75g peanuts 
55g shelled pistachios 
75ml olive oil 

1 lemon, juiced 

2 large ripe peaches, pitted and cut into wedges 
Small bunch of coriander, chopped 

Small bunch of mint, torn 

1 small red onion, finely chopped 

2 spring onions, finely sliced 
Salt and freshly ground pepper 

1 Add a couple of teaspoons of salt to 1.5L 
water in a saucepan, and bring to the boil, 
stirring occasionally. Add the wild rice, return 
to the boil, then cook over a reduced heat for 
40-45 minutes until the rice grains begin to 
split and are tender. 

Z Drain the rice and spread it out on a large 
tray, leaving it to cool. Meanwhile, add the 
peanuts and pistachios to a large, dry frying 
pan set over a moderate heat. Toast until 


lightly coloured and nutty in aroma. Remove 
the pan from the heat. 

3 Once the rice has cooled, turn into a large 
mixing bowl and toss with the nuts, olive 
oil, lemon juice, peach wedges, herbs and 
the red onion. Season to taste with plenty 
of salt and pepper. 

4 Pack into a transportable container and 
transfer to your cool bag. When ready to 
serve, spoon the rice onto a serving platter 
and garnish with spring onion. 

Roasted aubergine and lentil pots 

SERVES 4 

2 aubergines, roughly sliced 
1 50g split yellow lentils 
500ml vegetable stock 
2 tbsp olive oil 

150g soft goat's cheese, roughly diced 
125g roasted red peppers in oil, chopped 
55ml extra-virgin olive oil 
2 tbsp balsamic vinegar 
Small bunch of oregano, chopped 
Small bunch of marjoram, chopped 
Salt and freshly ground pepper 

1 Preheat the oven to 190°C/Fan 170°C/ 

Gas 5. Lay the aubergine slices on a large 
tray lined with kitchen paper. Salt generously 
and leave to stand at room temperature for 
about 10 minutes. 

Z Place the lentils in a small saucepan and 
cover with the vegetable stock. Cook over 
a high heat until boiling point, then boil for 

2 minutes before reducing to a simmer. Cook 
for a further 15-20 minutes until tender. 

3 Meanwhile, pat dry the aubergine and drizzle 
over the olive oil. Arrange in a baking dish and 
roast for 20-25 minutes until lightly coloured 
and tender when tested with the point of a 
knife. Remove from the oven. 

4 Drain the lentils, if necessary, and combine 
with the aubergine slices and the remaining 
ingredients in a large mixing bowl. Stir well 
and season to taste with salt and pepper. 

Spoon into jars, cover, and chill, then transport 
in a cool bag. 




Good times, good food 






Good times, good food 


Carrot cake with or§nge 
frosting and pecans 
An old favourite with a new 
spin - this spicy carrot cake is 
packed with zesty orange. » 




Fresh strawberry muffins 

luIAKBS IS 


375g self-raising flour 
1 V 2 tsp bicarbonate of soda 
150g caster sugar 
3 large free-range eggs, beaten 
150g butter, melted 
200g natural yogurt 
2 tbsp whole milk 
12 strawberries, hulled 


1 Preheat the oven to SOO°C/ 
Fan 180°C/Gas 6. Place paper 
cases in a IS-hole muffin tin. 

Z Mix the flour, bicarbonate of 
soda and sugar in a bowl and 
add a pinch of salt. Beat the 
eggs, butter, yogurt and milk, 
then stir briskly into the dry 
ingredients. For the lightest 
results don’t over-mix. 

3 Divide the mixture between 
the cases, and gently push 
a strawberry into each one. 
Bake for S0-S5 minutes until 
golden. Transfer to a rack to 
cool then pack into a tin. 


cherry and hazelnut 
erumbles 

IiIAKES 4 


750g fresh cherries, stoned 
4 tbsp caster sugar 
1 tsp cornflour 
Half a lemon, juiced 
Butter for greasing 
For the crumble 
120g plain flour 
85g butter, cut into cubes 
4 tbsp caster sugar 
4 tbsp hazelnuts, 
roughly chopped 
Cream, to serve 


1 Preheat the oven to 180°C/ 
Fan 160°C/Gas 4. Put the 


cherries in a pan with 4 tbsp 
water and the sugar. Bring 
to the boil, then lower the 
heat and simmer until soft. 

2 Put the cornflour into a jug 
and stir in 2 tbsp of the liquid 
from the cherries, mix until 
dissolved then add to the 
cherries. The liquid should 
start to thicken into a syrup. 
Remove from heat and stir 

in the lemon juice. Transfer 
to 4 buttered foil containers. 

3 To make the crumble 
topping, whizz the flour and 
butter in a food processor 
until the mixture resembles 
fine breadcrumbs. Add the 
sugar and hazelnuts and mix 
in. Scatter over the containers. 

4 Bake for 30-35 minutes 
until golden and the fruit 
mixture starts to bubble 
up. When cool, stack in a 
plastic tub. Take a container 
of cream for serving. 


Carrot eake with orange 
frosting and pecans 

IiIAKES IS SQUARES 


200g self-raising flour 

75g sultanas 

75g pecans, chopped 

1 tsp ground cinnamon 

Half a nutmeg, finely grated 

1 tsp baking powder 

V 2 tsp bicarbonate of soda 

Pinch of sea salt 

Half an orange, zest only 

3 free-range eggs 

175ml sunflower oil 

175g soft light brown sugar 

200g carrots, grated 

For the frosting 

lOOg icing sugar 

lOOg unsalted butter, softened 

1 tsp orange Juice 


200g full-fat cream cheese 
Half an orange, zest only 
25g pecans, some roughly 
chopped and others left whole 


1 Preheat the oven to 180°C/ 
Fan 160°C/Gas 4. Grease 
and line a 20cm square 
spring-release cake tin. 

2 Combine the dry ingredients 
in a large bowl, then add the 
orange zest. 

3 In a separate bowl, beat the 
eggs. Add the oil and sugar, 
and whisk until combined. 

4 Make a well in the centre 
of the flour mixture and 
gradually beat in the egg 
mixture until smooth. Then 
add the carrots and mix. 

Pour the mixture into the 
prepared cake tin and level 
the surface. Bake in the 
centre of the oven for 
35-40 minutes, until well 
risen and a skewer inserted 
into the centre comes out 
clean. Remove from the tin 
and cool on a wire rack. 

5 For the frosting, sift the 
icing sugar into a bowl and 
add the butter and orange 
juice. Beat with a wooden 
spoon. Add the cream cheese 
and orange zest, and beat 
until smooth. Cover and chill. 
Smooth the icing over the 
cake and arrange the pecans 
on top. Cut into squares and 
pack into a cake tin. 


Download your 
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ESTATE AGENTS, 
SURVEYORS, 
SOLICITORS... 
AT LEAST WHEN 

YOU DIE, 
YOUR FAMILY 
WILL ONLY HAVE 
TO DEAL WITH 
ONE OF US. 

Buying a house is Lots of hassle. But if you're also buying life insurance, 
when the time comes to make a claim, we make that hassle-free. 
While some companies may pass you from person to person, we promise 
you a single point of contact to help through the whole process. 

You might also be reassured to know that we pay out over 
98% of claims, and with cover from just £6 a month 
(depending on your circumstance) it's more affordable than you may think. 
And we know how important that is when you're buying a house. 


CAN YOUR 
LIFE INSURANCE 
DO THAT? 



direct line 


life insurance 


Provided by Legal b General. Life insurance is not a 
savings product. There is no cash value and is designed 
to pay out a cash sum if you die during the policy term. 

Claims data based on Legal b General 2013 claims. 



P search direct line life insurance / Call 0800 912 8740 


Direct Line Life Insurance Is provided by Legal b General Assurance Socleiy Limited. Registered in England and Waies No. 
00166055. Registered office O^e Coleman Street. London 5aa, Legel 6 General Aasyrence Society Limited is eutnonsed 
by the Prudential ReguLation Authority and regulated by tbe FlnaniciaE Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. 



My co\mtry business 



^ ^ Living and cycling in France 

inspired me to start 

my hike hiisiness%% 

CXMWy vl/VO/p ■OiaM'U/V^ 


I n the idyllic little village of Hemingford 
Abbots on the outskirts of Cambridge, 
there are four rather elegant sit-up-and- 
beg bicycles parked at the entrance to 
Catherine Turner’s showroom next to her 
home. One of her customers has taken up 
her offer to visit the showroom and test-drive 
all her most popular models before buying. 

T became passionate about cycling while 
living in Paris,’ says Catherine. ‘As I started 
to explore the city on two wheels, I fell head 
over heels in love with the joy of riding a bike.’ 
Catherine and her partner, Jo Easton, and 
their children, William, nine, and Emilia, seven, 
had lived in the heart of Paris for six years 
before they decided to move back to Catherine’s 
roots in Cambridgeshire two years ago. 

‘In France, bicycles are a practical and 
economical means of transport and I loved 
watching the grace and ease of the Parisians 
who rode alongside me on the city streets,’ 
she says. ‘I became less intimidated by the 


technicalities of riding, and revelled instead in 
the ordinariness of it.’ It was this that was the 
inspiration for Beg Bicycles, a quintessentially 
British bicycle and accessories brand 
promoting a genteel, accessible form of cycling. 

Catherine has always been interested in 
design and retail and, after leaving university, 
where she studied Japanese, she worked as 
a brand design consultant in some of the big 
London branding agencies. There she gained 
experience in marketing and developing new 
products. A five-year stint in luxury retail 
at Aquascutum equipped her with invaluable 
knowledge when putting together the concept 
of the Beg collection. 

In the company’s infancy, Catherine mapped 
out her USP for Beg Bicycles as ‘a range of 
beautifully hand-built, classic bicycles and 
vintage-inspired cycling accessories’. She 
planned out the look and feel of the products 
very carefully. She also researched the type 
of customer she was targeting and the » 
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One of Catherine and 
Jo's favourite cycle 
routes takes them past 
^ the River Ouse. Beg 
accessories include 
picnic baskets and 
bells (opposite, top 
, left and right). 



message they wanted to portray ‘There was a 
long, hard year of research - finding the right 
company to manufacture the bikes before we 
launched, searching for the right quality of 
workmanship and style of bike. We scoured 
blog sites and websites, as well as travelling 
to various cycling nations such as Denmark 
and the Netherlands,’ says Catherine. 

Eventually she formd an amazing bicycle 
building company in the fens of Belgium that 
has been making bikes since the 1940s. ‘I 
loved its work ethic and the immense effort the 
company put into building the bikes, plus the 
fact they could be built to my specifications. 
We’ve been working with them ever since.’ 

Catherine self -funded her business, which 
meant she had to start off small with a simple 
online shop and website, making sure a lot of 
emphasis was placed on the brand identity for 
it to be a success. Catherine loves photography, 
so she did all the website pictures. Having her 
work premises at home was cost effective and 
put her in closer touch with customers. 

Beg has always been Catherine’s creative 
vision, but she joined forces with Co-Director 
Bea Turner (her mother) with whom she’s 
done various business collaborations over 
the years. ‘We both work together on the 



Catherine with the bestselling Bella, in Persephone Pink, £695. 
The sit-up-and-beg style gave rise to her company's name. 
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What Hove most... 

rm my own timekeeper, 
wMck means If I want to go 
to one of tke ciiildren’s 
sckool events or kave a kike 

*e o„. I 


sourcing and designing of the products,’ says 
Catherine. ‘Day-to-day, I look after sales and 
marketing and Bea is in charge of fulfilment 
and distribution. A close eye is always kept on 
overheads and we always try to avoid paying 
others to do work we could do ourselves.’ 

Since the company started in SO 1 1 , all the 
research and careful planning have paid off 
as the company has gone from strength to 
strength. The bestselling bikes are the Bella 
and Betty models, priced from ^695. ‘I’m 
always very proud and excited when one of 
the bikes appears in a magazine. It’s great 
to see a celebrity photographed riding one of 
our bikes, but equally it’s a thrill when you 
get an email from a customer, often years 
after buying a bike from us, saying that they 
are still enjoying their bike and how much 
it has changed their life.’ 

To extend her brand, Catherine set up Joy 
Rides, a cycling group organised by her good 
friend Esther Blaine, who runs excursions, 
usually at the end of each month, in and 
arormd the Cambridge area. The day is mapped 
out prior to the event by her enthusiastic 
host, who arranges a meeting point and one 
or two stop-offs in true British style for coffee, 
tea and a slice of cake, and sometimes even a 
pub lunch. ‘It’s not for the Lycra-clad sporting 
types but geared more to a relaxed ride and 
social outing with a chat en route. It’s been a 
lovely way to connect with our customers, too.’ 

As well as being pleased by the success of 
the business, Catherine values how much it 
has changed her lifestyle. ‘It’s lovely working 
from home, as I don’t have to waste time 
commuting. My office is in the annexe of our 
house, so I can close the door to my personal 
life and focus on work, breaking off, when 
I need, to grab a sandwich for lunch. For the 
first time in 20 years we are living close to 
family, so life has taken on a new dynamic. 
It’s lovely and has been wonderfully liberating.’ 
^ Beg Bicycles, 01223 655222, 
begbicycles.com. » 
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On our doorstep... 

m 

f Visit,., 'Houghton Mill and Waterclose 


Meadows (01480 301494, nationaltrust. 

' ^ , 

org.uk/houghton-mill-and-waterclose- 

** 

meadows). This is one of my favourite 


places. My mother used to take us here 


on summery evenings when 1 was little. 


There are great walks and cycle paths 


and the Mill has a sweet little tearoom.' 


Shop at... 'Burwash Manor (burwash 


manor.com). A one-stop shopping 

« 

experience in converted farm buildings 
with food hall and independent 
businesses selling a range of goods. 


from toys to homeware and clothes.' 


Go for a meal at... 'The Axe & 


Compass (01480 463605, axeand 
compass.co.uk) in Hemingford Abbots. 


We pile in there on a Friday night - the 


pulled pork burgers are our favourites.' 









Cycling is a family affair 
for Catherine and her 
partner, Jo, here with 
their children William, 
nine, and Emilia, seven, 
not quite tall enough for 
•- the Betty bike in Flirty 
30s Green, £725. 
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My country business 
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Think outside the box to bring your brand to life 

Gominunity pages, websites, events and incentive schemes all play a part 



Catherine, Jo and Bea with 
fellow cyclists and friends 
outside Houghton Mill on 
a monthly Joy Ride event. 


• Ask everyone to promote your events by 
getting them to share your information. 
Eventbrite (eventbrightco.uk) provides a 
professional, simple way to promote your 
events. Bikeminded (bikeminded.org) has a 
host of ideas to keep its community site alive 
from getting involved in charity events to 
competitions and cycling safety campaigns. 
Cycling incentive schemes Over the past 
few years the government has been keen for 
us to cycle to promote healthier journeys to 
work and reduce pollution and congestion. To 
encourage us, it has set up an initiative that 
gives a tax break up to half the price of the 
bike. Various schemes, such as Cyclescheme 
(cyclescheme.co.uk), make it easy for you and 
your employer to take part. Basically, your 
employer hires a new bicycle to you in return 
for a monthly reduction in your salary ('salary 
sacrifice'). At the end of the scheme, normally 
1 2-1 8 months, it can sell you the bike. You get 
a new bike and accessories up to the value of 
£1,000, which you can pay for monthly. There's 
a tax incentive for employers, too, so 
it's a win-win situation. 

Other cycling incentive schemes 
are run by: bikehub.co.uk, 
bikeradar.com, bike2workscheme. 
co.uk and cycle2work.info. For the 
latest government bike information 
visit dft.gov.uk/pgr/sustainable/ 
cycling/cycletoworkguidance. 


Catherine's business is not just about 
selling beautiful bicycles and accessories, 
it's also about engaging with customers and 
encouraging them to buy into a way of life. If 
you have a product that links up to a lifestyle, 
flag up this aspect to create a community buzz. 
Here are some tips on setting up customer 
communities, together with information on 
the cycling incentive schemes. 

Create community websites and pages 
to increase interest in your products This 
allows you to target your customers with 
information and news about your company. 
You can also maintain contact through 
updates about new products and future events. 
Interaction between you and your customers 
keeps them interested in what you're selling 
and creates a lively, unique site. Most network 
communities grow through viral marketing, 
where members' friends invite their friends, 
making it possible to reach a large number 
of people with a limited marketing budget. 
SiteGround (siteground.com) and FeverBee 
(feverbee.com) are two sites full of good 
free advice on developing community j 

pages and sites. If you want to start a 1 

Facebook community page, there is ] 

a help centre on setting one up I 

(facebook.com/help/1 87301 61 1 320854). 

Users of WordPress.com can enhance ■ 


its capability to build a community website 
through BuddyPress (buddypress.org). 

How to set up social events Whether you 
have just started up your business or are 
already established, setting up events for 
your company or with like-minded companies 
will increase interest and awareness of your 
enterprise. Here are ideas to get you started. 

• Make sure you have a social networking 
platform to set up and give news of your 
events. Add an events calendar and a 'what's 
on' category to your community page, and 
make sure it all links up to your social feeds. 

• Do careful research as to what events could 
work alongside your company and its products. 

• Start organising it early and keep customers 
posted with everything that is happening 
around your event with pictures and updates. 

• Give away free tickets, a shopping discount 
or run a competition right up to the event. 

• Be unique, and aim to delight and entertain. 

• Make sure you personally are there at your 
event and also thank everyone who turns up. 


iC 


The one lesson I’ve learned... 

Keep a close eye on the minutest of numbers. It’s easy if 
you’re creative to get carried away with exciting ideas. To 
be commercial you need to think about the bottom line 




NEXT MONTH A VINTAGE HOME STORE IN EAST SUSSEX 
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Ideal Home 


Convenient home delivery 


Never miss an issue 


Huge savings on the 
subscription price 

Go Digital! Download your 
magazine right away. 

Every subscription package 
includes access to the digital 
version for iPad and iPhone* 


PLUS get exclusive extras 
every month with Rewards 


NEW! 

Monthly extras. 

Exclusive to 
subscribers. 

Subscribe today and join Rew 
even more from your magazii 
unique giveaways and unmis: 

Join Rewards at 

mymagazinerewards.c 


ONLY 

£15.99 
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' SAVE 38% 

1 SAVE 42% 1 

1 SAVE 43% 



2 easy ways to subscribe 

magazinesdirect.com/iffg 

*The digital version comes free with the print edition of your subscription and is available strictly on a trial basis. Time Inc. UK Ltd reserve the right to withdraw free access to the digital version at anytime. Offer open to new UK subscribers only. Offer closes 30 September 2015. 
Please allow up to six weeks for delivery of your first subscription issue. The subscription rate includes postage and packaging. Ifthe magazine ordered changes frequency per annum, we will honour the number of issues paid for, not the term ofthe subscription. This offer is 
for the travel-sized version of Marie Claire and In Style. If you would prefer to receive the standard size, please select this option when ordering. For full terms and conditions, visit www.magazinesdirect.com/terms. For overseas rates and enquiries please call: -l■44 (0)330 333 
0233 or e-mail: magazinesdirect@quadrantsubs.com. The Rewards scheme is available for all active print subscribers of magazines published by Time Inc. UK, free of charge. Full terms and conditions are available at mymagazinerewards.co.uk. For enquiries contact rewards@ 

quadrantsubs.com or call 0330 333 0233 between 08.30am to 17.30pm (GMT) Monday to Friday. 



0330 333 4555 

Quote code: MFYG 

Lines open 7 days a week, Sam to 9pnn (UK time) 
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YOU'LL FIND ALL THE COMPANIES IN THIS MONTH'S ISSUE HERE 


A AFTER NOAH 020 7359 4281 
afternoah.com 

AGA 0845 712 5207 agaliving.com 

ALISTAIR FLEMING 01273 471269 

alistairflenningdesign.co.uk 

AMARA 0800 587 7645 amara.com 

AMPHORA AROMATICS 

01 1 7 904 7212 amphora-retail. com 

ANNIE SLOAN 01 865 713089 

anniesloan.co.uk 

ANN MAY & DAUGHTER 

020 7731 0862 

ANTHROPOLOGIE 

00 800 0026 8476 anthropologie.eu 

ARDINGLY ANTIQUES & 

COLLECTORS FAIR 01 636 702326 

iacf.co.uk/ardingly 

ARLO & JACOB 0333 006 2830 

arloandjacob.com 

ART.CO.uk 020 8435 6556 art.co.uk 
ASPACE 0845 872 2500 aspace.co.uk 


F FARROW&BALL01202 876141 
farrow-ball.com 

FEATHER & BLACK 01243 380600 

featherandblack.com 

FIRED EARTH 0845 366 0400 

firedearth.com 

FLORIST SUPPLIES UK 01925 
299080 floristsuppliesuk.com 


G GARDEN TRADING 0845 608 
4448 gardentrading.co.uk 
GLENILEN FARM glenilenfarm.com 
GRAHAM & BROWN 0800 328 8452 
grahambrown.com 
GRAHAM AND GREEN 020 8987 
3700 grahamandgreen.co.uk 
GRAND ILLUSIONS 01 747 858300 
grandillusions.co.uk 
GREEN & STONE 020 7352 0837 
greenandstone.com 


H HABITAT 0344 499 1 1 1 1 
habitat.co.uk 

HARROD HORTICULTURAL 

0845 402 5300 
harrodhorticultural.com 

HERITAGE BATHROOMS 

0330 026 8501 
heritagebathrooms.com 

HICKS & HICKS 01 872 530761 
hicksandhicks.com 

HIGHGATE FLORIST & GROWERS 

01892 852783 

highgateflorist.co.uk 

HOBBYCRAFT 0330 026 1400 

hobbycraft.co.uk 

HOMEBASE 0345 077 8888 

homebase.co.uk 

HOUSE OF FRASER 

0345 602 1073 

houseoffraser.co.uk 


B B&Q 0333 014 3098diy.com 
BHS 0344 411 6000 bhs.co.uk 
BAKER & BRAY 0800 689 1 735 
bakerandbray.com 
BARBOUR 0800 91 7 3000 
barbour.com 

BAREMINERALS 0800 652 3362 
bareminerals.co.uk 

BARKER & STONEHOUSE 0333 355 
9359 barkerandstonehouse.co.uk 

BATHROOM VILLAGE 0844 774 

6666 bathroomvillage.com 

BATHSTORE 0800 023 2323 

bathstore.com 

BEDECK 0845 603 0861 

bedeckhome.com 

BEKO 0345 600 491 1 beko.co.uk 

BENNISON 020 7730 8076 

bennisonfabrics.com 

BEN NYE love -makeup.co.uk 

BERRY RED 0845 450 3937 

berryred.co.uk 

BIG BLU big-blu.co.uk 

BLOOM 0844 482 2332 

bloom.uk.com 

BLOOMSBURY 01 225 461 049 

bloomsburystore.com 

BRINTONS 0800 505055 

brintons.co.uk 

BURLEIGH 01773 740740 

burleigh.co.uk 


COOKERS AND OVENS 

01543 222100 
cookersandovens.co.uk 
CORIAN 0800 962116 
corian.co.uk 

COSMETICS A LA CARTE 

020 7235 0596 
alacartelondon.com 

COUNTY CARPETS 01273 487855 
countycarpets.co.uk 

COWDRAY FARM SHOP 

01730815152 
cowdrayfarmshop.co.uk 
COWPARSLEY AT HOME 

01460 261963 
cowparsleyathome.com 
COX & COX 0844 858 0744 
coxandcox.co.uk 
CROCUS 01 344 578000 
crocus.co.uk 

CROWN FRENCH FURNITURE 

0115 837 4024 
crownfrenchfurniture.co.uk 
CUCKOOLAND 01 305 231231 
cuckooland.com 


DIMBLEBY CERAMICS 01782 
641 923dimblebyceramics.co.uk 
DIRECT WOOD FLOORING 0844 
332 1240 directwoodflooring.co.uk 
DORNBRACHT 024 7671 7129 
dornbracht.com 

DOTCOMGIFTSHOP 020 8746 2473 
dotcomgiftshop.com 
DRIFT LIVING 01 289 330480 
driftliving.co.uk 

DRIFTWOOD BOATS 01243 673560 

driftwoodboats.co.uk 

DRUMMONDS 01483 237202 

drummonds-uk.com 

DUNELM 0345 165 6565 

dunelm-mill.com 

DURAVIT0845 500 7787 

duravit.co.uk 


TIAN MANKIN 020 7722 0997 

JL ianmankin.co.uk 

IDYLL HOME 01270 812717 

idyllhome.co.uk 

IKEA 020 3645 0000 ikea.co.uk 

IMPLEMENTATIONS 0845 330 3148 

implementations.co.uk 


TJANE BOOTH AT 
eJ MADEBYHANDONLINE.COM 

07866 894201 

madebyhandonline.com 

JANE MEANS 01 522 522544 

janemeans.com 

JAQUES 01 732 500200 

jaqueslondon.co.uk 

JEN JONES 01 570 480610 

jen-jones.com 

JOHN LEWIS 0345 604 9049 
johnlewis.com 

JOHNSTONS OF ELGIN 

01343 554040 
johnstonscashmere.com 

JOSEPHINE RYAN ANTIQUES 

020 7352 5618 
josephineryanantiques.co.uk 
JOULES 0845 250 7170 joules.com 

JULIE DODSWORTH 

07977 137126 
juliedodsworth.com 


pi CP HART 0845 873 1121 
V-9cphart.co.uk 

CABBAGES & ROSES 020 7352 
7333 cabbagesandroses.com 
CAPLE 01 1 7 938 1 900 caple.co.uk 

CATH KIDSTON 0845 026 2440 
cathkidston.com 

CHARLOTTE MACEY 07890 642454 
charlottemacey.co.uk 
CHARNWOOD 01 983 537777 
charnwood.com 

CH I CH ESTER ARCH ITECTU RAL 
SALVAGE 01 243 774025 
architecturalsalvagesussex.co.uk 
CLEARVIEW STOVES 01 588 6501 23 
clearviewstoves.com 
COLOGNE & COTTON 0845 262 
2212 cologneandcotton.com 


E EBAY ebay.co.uk 

ELIZA BARNES 01273 486800 
elizabarnes.com 
ELLA JAMES 01572 759190 
ellajames.co.uk 
EMMA BRIDGEWATER 
0844 243 9266 
emmabridgewater.co.uk 
ENGLISH ABODE 020 7349 9500 
englishabode.com 
ENGLISH HERITAGE 
01761 452966 
english-heritageshop.org.uk 


D D byford & SONS 

01206 210241 byfords.co.uk 
DEBENHAMS 0844 561 6161 
debenhams.com 
DENNY & SONS 01 379 852248 
dennyandsons.co.uk 
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THE COTSWOLD RECLAMATION 

COMPANY 01451 820292 

cotswold reclamation. com 

THE DORMY HOUSE 01264 365808 

thedormyhouse.com 

THE FRENCH BEDROOM 

COMPANY 0845 644 8022 

frenchbedroomcompany.co.uk 

THE HAPPY HEN HOUSE 

thehappyhenhouse.com 

THE LINEN WORKS 020 3744 1 020 

thelinenworks.co.uk 

THE LITTLE PICTURE COMPANY 

thelittlepicturecompany.co.uk 

THE LITTLE WHITE COMPANY 

020 3758 9222 

thewhitecompany.com 

THE NURSERY PAINT COMPANY 

01302 719918 nurserypaint.co.uk 

THE OLD PILL FACTORY 

01993 701013 

theoldpillfactory.com 

THE OLD PRINTING SHOP 

OF LONDON 020 8567 5583 

theoldprintingshop.com 

THE ORCHARD 0845 643 0363 

theorchardhomeandgifts.com 

THE PINE MAN 020 7736 2317 

THESE PLEASE 01 435 81 71 53 

theseplease.co.uk 

THE SOCIETY FOR THE 

PROTECTION OF ANCIENT 

BUILDINGS 020 7377 1644 

spab.org.uk 

THE VINTAGE GARDENER 

thevintagegardener.com 

THE WEDDING OF MY DREAMS 

0844 693 1449 

theweddingofmydreams.co.uk 

THE WHITE COMPANY 

020 3758 9222 
thewhitecompany.com 

THE WISE HOUSE 020 8941 841 2 
thewisehouse.co.uk 
TIFFINWARE 020 7288 0259 
tiffinware.com 

TOLLY MCRAE tollymcrae.co.uk 


K KALDEWEI 020 8337 1441 
kaldewei.com 

KATE FORMAN 01962 732244 
kateforman.co.uk 


T LABOUR AND WAIT 

J_J020 7729 6253 
labourandwait.co.uk 
LAKELAND 01 539 488100 
lakeland.co.uk 

LAURA ASHLEY 0333 200 8009 
lauraashley.com 

LAVENDER & SAGE 01 825 841 246 

lavenderandsage.co.uk 

LEWIS FOSTER LEWIS 01454 
419641 lewisfosterlewis.co.uk 
LIBERTY 020 7734 1 234 liberty.co.uk 
LINWOOD01425 461176 
linwoodfabric.com 
LITTLE LUCY WILLOW 0845 803 
0988 littlelucywillow.co.uk 
LOAF 0845 468 0698 loaf.com 
LOUISE AND LYGO louiseandlygo.com 
LOUISE BODY 07889 465552 
louisebody.com 

LOVE LANE VINTAGE 01403 780381 
thecountrybrocante.co.uk 


■p PEACH BLOSSOM 01273 772531 

_L peachblossom.co.uk 

PEDLARS 01 244 7841 87 pedlars.co.uk 

PEONY & SAGE 01289 388650 

peonyandsage.com 

PESH FLOWERS 020 7703 9124 

peshflowers.co.uk 

PIMPERNEL & PARTNERS 020 7731 

2448 pimpernelandpartners.co.uk 

PORTMEIRION 01782 744721 

portmeirion.co.uk 

PRETTY MAISON 01353 665141 

prettymaison.co.uk 


SHIMU 0800 088 6800 shimu.co.uk 
SIEMENS 0344 892 8999 
siemens-home.co.uk 

SKINFLINT DESIGN 01 326 565227 
skinflintdesign.co.uk 

SMALLBONE OF DEVIZES 020 7589 
5998 smallbone.co.uk 
SMEG 0844 557 9907 smeguk.com 
SOAK & SLEEP 01483 437762 
soakandsleep.com 

SOFA.COM 0345 400 2222 sofa.com 

SOFAS & STUFF 0808 1 78 321 1 

sofasandstuff.com 

SOFAWORKSHOP 0808 115 4269 

sofaworkshop.com 

SOPHIE ALLPORT 0845 01 7 7866 

sophieallport.com 

SOPHIE CONRAN 0843 227 1 461 

sophieconran.com 

STANFORDS 020 7836 1321 

stanfords.co.uk 

STATION MILL ANTIQUES 

01608 644563 stationmill.com 

STUDIO SEED 07739 329435 

studioseed.co.uk 

SUMMERILL& BISHOP 

020 7229 1337 

summerillandbishop.com 

SUSIE WATSON DESIGNS 

0844 980 8185 

susiewatsondesigns.co.uk 

SWEETPEA & WILLOW 

0345 257 2627 

sweetpeaandwillow.com 

SYLVARNA KITCHEN DESIGN 

01243 780633 sylvarna.co.uk 


M MADEBYHANDONLINE.COM 

07866 894201 
madebyhandonline.com 

MAISONS DU MONDE 0808 234 
2172 maisonsdumonde.com 
MALDONSALT01621 853315 
maldonsalt.co.uk 

MANDARIN STONE 01 600 71 5444 

mandarinstone.com 

MARKS & SPENCER 0333 014 8000 

marksandspencer.com 

MATKI 01454 322888 matki.co.uk 

MERLYN SHOWERING 

0808 010 1429 merlynshowering.com 

MIA FLEUR 

01 1 6 298 6393 miafleur.com 
MIELE 0330 1 60 6600 miele.co.uk 
MIRA 0844 571 5000 
mirashowers.co.uk 
MOONPIG 0345 4500 100 
moonpig.com 

MUTTS & HOUNDS 01249 782281 
muttsandhounds.co.uk 


QUADRILLE PUBLISHING 

020 7601 7500 quadrille.co.uk 


R red house architects 

01689 870862 
redhousearchitects.co.uk 

RETREAT HOME 0870 803 3428 
retreat-home.com 
RETROUVIUS 020 8960 6060 
retrouvius.com 
RICE rice.dk 

RIPPLES 0800 107 0700 ripples.ltd.uk 

RIZZOLI AT AMAZON amazon.co.uk 

ROWEN & WREN 01 276 451077 

rowenandwren.co.uk 

ROYAL ALBERT 01 782 2041 41 

royalalbert.co.uk 

RUARK AUDIO 01 702 601410 

ruarkaudio.com 

RUSSELLS GARDEN CENTRE 

01243 512525 

russellsgardencentre.com 


T TVANESSAARBUTHNOTT 

V 01285 831437 
vanessaarbuthnott.co.uk 

VICTORIA & ALBERT BATHS 

020 7351 4378 
vandabaths.com/uk 

VICTORIAN PLUMBING 

0800 862 0878 
victorianplumbing.co.uk 


N NGS01483 211535 
ngs.org.uk 

NEPTUNE 01 793 427450 
neptune.com 

NEXT 0333 777 8000 next.co.uk 
NKUKU 01803 866847 nkuku.com 
NOA & NANI 01 303 872957 
noaandnani.co.uk 

NOT ON THE HIGH STREET 

0345 259 1359 
notonthehighstreet.com 


W WAITROSE GARDEN 

01344 578811 
waitrosegarden.com 

WEST ONE BATHROOMS 

020 7584 7002 
westonebathrooms.co.uk 
WHIRLPOOL 0344 815 8989 
whirlpool.co.uk 

WYEVALE GARDEN CENTRES 

0344 272 3000 wyevale.co.uk 

WYEVALE NURSERIES 

01432 845200 
wyevalenurseries.co.uk 


S SAINSBURY'S 0800 328 1 700 
sainsburys.co.uk 
SANDERSON 0844 543 9500 
sanderson-uk.com 
SCARAMANGA 01 334 657642 
scaramangashop.co.uk 
SEASALT 01 326 640075 
seasaltcornwall.co.uk 
SEEDLINGS CARDS & GIFTS 
01 684 491275 seedlingscards.com 


T TALKING TABLES 020 7627 
6767 talkingtables.co.uk 
TESCO DIRECT 0800 323 4050 
tesco.com/direct 
THE COMF1 COTTAGE 07903 
1 88365 thecomficottage.com 
THE COOKS KITCHEN 
01275 842883 thecookskitchen.com 
THE COTSWOLD COMPANY 
0333 200 1725 cotswoldco.com 


/^OCADO 0345 656 1234 
'w' ocado.com 

OCHRE & OCRE 01 684 833146 

ochreandocre.com 

OKA 0844 815 7380 okadirect.com 

OLIVER BONAS 020 8974 0110 
oliverbonas.com 

OUT THERE INTERIORS 

020 8099 7443 outthereinteriors.com 


ZARA HOME 0800 026 0091 
zarahome.com 


housetohome. co .uk/countryliomesanciinteriors 
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NEXT MONTH IN 


& INTERIORS 




• Hoedown at home with the new prairie-style patterns 
Pickle and preserve in style • Simple ways to display holiday mementos 
• Heavenly homes and gardens PLUS... Save 20% at Garden Trading 


ON SALE 6 AUGUST 













Promotion 


WHETHER HOME OR ABROAD, PICK YOUR PERFECT RETREAT; 


Hi 


CLEY WIITDMILL 

Magical sunsets, fantastic 
views over the reeds to 
the sea, delicious dining, 
bedroonns to die for in a 
unique setting. How about 
booking Cley Windnnill for a 
house party and give your 
guests a weekend to renriember? Or sinnply conne for a 
quiet nnid-week getaway. We also host lots of glorious 
weddings. Call 01 263 740209 or visit cleywindmill.co.uk. 


GREENWAY 

Escape from the 
humdrum of everyday 
life with a relaxing 
break at The Greenway 
Hotel and Spa, in 
Gloucestershire, where 
you can enjoy the luxurious 
spa and award-winning food. 
Call 01 242 862352 or visit 
thegreenwayhotelandspa.com. 


GREFMVAY 

HOTEL AND SPA 




FARM STAY UK ' 

Farmstay.co.uk is the 
perfect place to find 
the perfect countryside 
holiday. Traditional 
B&Bs with home-cooked 
breakfasts, fantastic 
cottages and glamping 
is the best way to Wake 
Up to the Country. Call 
02476 696909 or visit 
farmstay.co.uk. 


T", 


CLASSIC ■■ 
COTTAGES 

We find holiday cottages 
that people fall in love 
with. Every time you 
walk into one of our 
holiday homes, whether 
it's a manor house or 
waterside apartment, we 
want you to say 'wow', put your feet up and relax. Tap 
into our years of experience for making your holiday 
the best ever. Visit classic.co.uk or call 01 326 555555. 


classic cottages 


PRIDE OP 
BRITAIN HOTELS 

'The Art of Great 
Hospitality' - Pride 
of Britain Hotels 
is a collection of 
independent luxury 
hotels and spas 
around Britain. Find 
out more by visiting prideofbritainhotels.com or call 
0800 089 3929 to order your free hotel directory. 


per person (including flights and transfers) to the Hotel 
Quinta da Bela Vista in Funchal. This five-star hotel and 
five-time World Travel Award winner is in the mountains 
and surrounded by subtropical gardens. For details call 
020 3368 3958 or visit inspiredluxuryescapes.com. 




' DOCKLOW MANOR 

Two charming stone cottages in the grounds of 
a Victorian manor house in Herefordshire make 
wonderful holiday retreats. Lovely market towns, pretty 
timbered villages, fine ^ 

walks and traditional 
country inns are all 
nearby. Home-cooked 
meals delivered to your 
cottage on request. Go 
to docklow-manor.co.uk, 
or call 01568 760668. 


1. 


BOUTIQUE 

RETREATS 


btav:: 


Our luxurious cottages 
offer the perks of a 
boutique hotel with 
the independence of 
a private home. From 
beachside boltholes to 
cosy cottages, we have the places 
to stay in Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, 


Somerset, Hampshire and the Cotswolds. Go to 
boutique-retreats.co.uk or call 01 872 553491 . 












N j M mu 

& INTERIORS 


Market 

place 

LOOKING TO BUY SOMETHING FOR 
YOUR HOME? YOU'LL FIND IT IN 
OUR EASY TO FOLLOW GUIDE -n ... 



MARKETPLACE CATEGORIES ' 


142 Architectural Glass 

145 Garden Furniture 

Structures 

143 Home Improvements 

141 Beam Renovation 

143 Home Interiors 

142 Conservatories 

143 Kitchens 

141 Fabric & Decoration 

140 Lighting 

145 Fashion 

144 Rugs 

144 Floor Coverings 

141 Sofas & Sofa Beds 

138 Furniture 

145 Windows 

145 Gardens 

143 Window Shutters 



Why not 
Visit our online'' 



, / interiors \ 


directory at ] 


1 housetohome. j 


Vco.uk/directorv/ 





Market place 



FURNITURE 





To advertise here or on our online directory, please call 020 3148 2261 or email homeinterest@timeinc.com 









Market place 



FURNITURE 



Over 35 years of quality British craftsmanship 
Extensive fabric and customisation options 
Luxury 14cm deep mattresses on all our sofa beds 
Exceptional value compared to the high street 




The Lyneham Sofa/ Sofa Bed in Linen Cotton Sand 


ft Willow & Hall °®45 468 0577 

^ or visit willowandhall.co.uk/country 

Sofa Beds | Sofas | Beds to request free samples or a catalogue 


a delicious 



slice of country life 




Chartwell 3 seater sofa was £669 - Now £499 

Call 01495 243999 orvisitwww.kirkdale.co.uk 


To advertise here or on our online directory, please call 020 3148 2261 or email homeinterest@timeinc.com 







Market place 




DE5IGNSHACKINTERiaRS@AaL.CaM 
WWW.DESIGNSHACKINTERmRS.CD. UK 
□ 79 1 3 223B5G 



BEDS & BEDDING 


I 


LIGHTING 


I 



Lighting the way it should be... 


www.darlighting.co.uk 

sales@darlighting.co.uk | 01295 672200 


dar 



Hand-crafted to 
last for a lifetime 

i8 bed designs tumiiabk m Aize 

Free delivery and installation 
Money bock promise 
1 0 year guarantee 

iJegues/ a brac/twri?... 

01777 869 669 

WWW, revivalbedsxo.uk 



NiGEL TYA.S 

IRONVvrsRK^ 


HAhUJMADl; IK VORJtiHiKJ: 


WWW. nige Iryas. co u k 


To advertise here or on our online directory, please call 020 3148 2261 or email homeinterest@timeinc.com 





Market place 


I 


SOFAS & SOFA BEDS 



OFAS.COM 


I BEAM RENOVATION I 



I FABRICS & DECORATION I 


FABRICS & 
WALLPAPER 
DIRECT 

Extremely 
competitive 
prices for all the 
leading names. 

( 01782 ) 628987 


Designer 

Fabrics 

Very best prices 
for the top names 
in fabrics and 
wallcoverings. 

(01270) 

610032 



No Risk 2 1 day moneyback home tfiaj^^H 
5 year hardwood frame guarantee 
Call 01495 244226 or visit www.sofasofa.cotwte-" 


To advertise here or on our online directory, please call 020 3148 2261 or email homeinterest@timeinc.com 







Market place 




U BEUIMERED] 

I^mM 


Fora FREE BROCHURE 

and prices call now or go online 


Save flOOO’s 


CONSERVATORIES 


conservatoryland.com 


£99 

DEPOSIT 

& NOTHING MORE 
FOR A YEAR 

subject to status, ask for details 


ConservatoryLand is a trading name of Everseal Roofline Limited which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 

Credit is subject to application and status. Everseal Roofllne Ltd T/A ConservatoryLand, act as a credit intermedlaryand exclusively offers credit products 
from Hitachi Capital Consumer Finance with whom we have a commercial relationship. Hitachi Capital (UK) PLC is authorised and regulated by the Finan- 
cial Conduct Authority. Registered in Cardiff no. 1630491. Registered office: Hitachi Capital House, Thorpe Road, Stalnes-upon-Thames, Surrey, 1W18 3HP. 


ARCHITECTURAL GLASS STRUCTURE 




. -JW; ARCHITECTURE IN GLASS 


apropos 

FOR A COMPLIMENTARY BROCHURE OR A 
DESIGN CONSULTATION CALL 0800 328 0033 


www.aproposuk.conn 

^subject to terms & conditions Authorised & Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 

ORANGERIES | CONSERVATORIES | ATRIUMS | EXTENSIONS | SUMMER HOUSES | VERANDAS 



Made-to-measure blinds, curtains & shutters 

TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT WITH YOUR LOCAL ADVISOR 
CALL 0800 91 6 6572 OR VISIT HILLARYS. CO. UK 

HILLARYS 

Make a window. Make a room. 


*T's & C's apply. 


To advertise here or on our online directory, please call 020 3148 2261 or email homeinterest@timeinc.com 










Market place 


I 


HOME INTERIORS 






or no obligation today on 08008250534 matioiiiwde 

design consultation or visit us online at www.nationwideltd.co.uk IHNWATIHS 


WINDOW 

SHUTTERS 

FOR A FREE BROCHURE 
Freephone 

0800 975 5757 

appealshading.com 


CONSERVATORY & WINDOW BLINDS | WINDOW SHUTTERS 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS 


BUY NOW, 

PAYIN12MTHS* 


SALE NOW ON! 

SEE OUR E^n'ENSIVE RANGE ONUNE 


APPEAL 


"Nationwide 
Uerandas 
are designed 
to provide a styUsh 
and practicai area to 
enjoy outdoor iiving 
whatever the weather. " 


\ 


KITCHENS 




deVOL Kitchens 


www.clevolkitchens.co.uk - 01509 261000 




Whether its traditional or classic, fitted or freestanding, our kitchens and 
bathrooms are relr^hing^ d Efferent Register online for a brochure and free 
no obligation home visit (commissions fulfilled througjhout UK and worldwide). 


Hope House High Street Moreton-in-Marsh Glos GL56 OLH 
www.unf5tted.co.uk (nfo@unfftted.co.uk 01606 6SOO&S 



To advertise here or on our online directory, please call 020 3148 2261 or email homeinterest@timeinc.com 









Market place 



RUGl 

. i 


RUGS RUGS 

^ even more RUGS 


A breath-taking stock of 
over 6000 Oriental rugs 


10 showrooms filled to bursting 


i 


Alan & Polly Harrison are direct importers of 
beautiful hand woven rugs from around the 
world. We cater for all budgets, small or large 
and offer the best value you can get. We offer a 
try at home service so you can be sure to get 
exactly what you want at an affordable price. 


Olney Oriental Carpets 

21 High Street South, Olney, Buckinghamshire MK46 4AA 

Website www.olneyrugs.co.uk 01234 712502 

OPEN Tuesday to Saturday lO-OOam to 5-OOpm. CLOSED Sunday & Monday 


Oriental Rug Cleaning and 
Repair service. 

Call 01234 712502 for 
advice and quotation. 
View work in progress on 
our website. 

26 years 

Reputable trading 


RUGS 


FLOOR COVERINGS 



FLOORS of STONE 


01509 234000 
www.floorsofstone.com 



UV Protection Factor 1 2 








Maintains the natural colour of the wood 


and limits the greying process 


> Prolongs wood lifetime 

> Algae and fungal decay protection 

> Transparent 425 Oak finish, 

420 Clear and 428 Cedar finish 
now available 

Call or visit 
the web for 
stockists. 




+44 (0)1 296 481 220 

www.osmouk.com 



To advertise here or on our online directory, please call 020 3148 2261 or email homeinterest@timeinc.com 





Market place 


WINDOWS 


Replacement aluminium windows 
for period and new homes 



The Benenden™ Conservation Range 

Single or dual RAL colours A rated energy efficiency 

Fit into timber or direct to stone UK manufactured 

THE Heritage 
Window Company 
^ 

For expert advice call 0800 731 4294 
www.thwc.co.uk 

Showrooms at: Sevenoaks Dorking Beaconsfield 

FENSAl (3^ 


I GARDEN FURNITURE I 



catalogue available 

01225 851577 

garden-requisites.co.uk 


GARDEN 

REQUISITES 


GARDENS 




Visit us online at 

sittingspiritually. co.uk 

Tel: 01297 443084 Email: martin@sittmgspiritually.co.uk 


Sitting 


Ul f : If “.i?: 


f Swings for all ages — 


FREE RETURN SERVICE for all UK orders 


Used Yacht Sails 


Ideal for 
garden 
shades and 
awnings 

For a list of available sizes visit: 

www.seateach.com 

or call (01243) 375774 


shoes can also be bought 
through good independent shoe retailers. 

Visit www.dbshoes.co.uk to find your nearest stockist. 

*Excluding Postage & Packing. Not valid with any other promotion 


The only swing & bench maker licensed by The RHS 


^easy0f 


THE PERFECT FIT FOR WIDER FEET™ 
widest choice of quality, 
stylish, wide fitting shoes 

in the UK. Available in 

ladies and men's, EE, 4E, 


The 


For your FREE 196 page Catalogue 

call 01933 311 077 

or visit www.widerfitshoes.co.uk 


I FASHION 


I CONSERVATORY BLINDS I 



CONSERVATORY 

BLINDS 

FOR A FREE BROCHURE 
Freephone 

0800 975 5757 

appealshading.com 


APPEAL 

HOMC SMADINQ 


CONSERVATORY & WINDOW BLINDS | WINDOW SHUTTERS 


To advertise here or on our online directory, please call 020 3148 2261 or email homeinterest@timeinc.com 












People 





STAURATEUe/AISft) SEAFOOD CHAMPION MITCH TON 
LOVES WALKING HIS DOG AT BERRY HEAD IN DEVON 



Mitch Tanks has 
five restaurants 
- in Dartmouth 
(two), Torquay, 
Plymouth and 
Bristol. For more 
details, visit 
mitchtonks. 
co.uk. The 
Seahorse by 
Mitch Tanks 
and Mat Prowse 
(£25, Absolute 
Press) is out now. 


Standing on the southern tip of Tor Bay, 

Berry Head is awe-inspiring. At the heart of the 
headland, with its rare plants and butterflies, 
guillemot colony and sea caves, is 400-million- 
year-old limestone. I go up there with Charlie, 
my Chocolate Labrador, two or three mornings 
a week. The view west towards Dartmouth and 
Steer Point is stunning. On clear days I can also 
see east to Portland, Lyme Bay and Torquay. 
The view varies depending on the colour of 
the sky, the amount of wind affecting the sea 
and whether or not the sun is shining. 

I’ve lived in Devon for nine years, and I’m stiU 
amazed by how many incredible walks there are. 
As an early riser, I’m out of the house by 6.30 
most mornings. I like to do a 30-minute run or 
an hour’s walk rormd Berry Head to the bay and 
back to the house. If there’s a problem I want 
to work through, I’ve usually solved it by the 


end of the walk. I also use the time to come up 
with recipe ideas. My new book. The Seahorse, 
reflects the spirit of the restaurant after which 
it’s named and celebrates British seafood. The 
standout recipe for me is Seahorse Crab Salad, 
local Brixham crab served simply with lemon. 

Sometimes on my walks I try to keep my 
mind empty, and just take in the wonderful 
sights and smells. Life is hectic and I’m always 
surrounded by people, which I thoroughly enjoy, 
but that little moment of peace and beauty 
that starts off my day - I feel that’s all mine. 

HOW TO ENJOY THE VIEW 
Berry Head National Nature Reserve is 
signposted from Brixham and situated at the 
end of Gillard Road. Drive past Landscove 
Holiday Village up a single-track road to the 
car park and Visitor Centre. 
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FEATURE SARAH WILSON PHOTOGRAPHS (MAIN) RICHARD MOORE/ALAMY; 
(PORTRAIT) CHRIS TERRY 



SUBSTANTIAL SAVINGS 


With substantial savings on aJl styles and finishes the Neville Johnson Sale provides the perfect opportunity 
to own die beautiful, handcrafted bespoke furniture you've always dreamed of Whether you're looking 
tor the ultimate home study a sumptuous bedroom, a home cinema or a magnificent library for all your 
literary greats, with our FREE DESIGN SER\^CE and SALE SAVINGS,' \yhat more could you ask for? 
Call today and one of our experienced designers will be more dian happy to advise you, whatever stage 

your project is at. 


For our latest brochure call 0161 873 8333 and quote code CHA62 
OrvisitourwebsitcneviUejohnson.co.uk/country 


FREE BROCHURE I 10 YEAR GUARANTEE I FREE DESIGN SERVICE I BUY NOW PAY LATER" 
STUDIES I LOUNGES I BEDROOMS I LIBRARIES I CINEMA 


'^o qaaHy for yout sale d^ounl you must place your oniBC betwoer sjkI 3/5/15. Minjimon {irdar mkie ^,000 -^VAT. Otfof oanoot bs; used in can:jLinotian with ar^ olher odor. 

"’Buy now pay in ISmontha, Irnance'o'fteris avaiJaWe on orders ovef £3,000 +VAT Finfinds is Object to status, termsapply- 9.9% APR R€pr©SSntStiV8. 








T made by 

Jim 

Lawrence 



HERITAGE 

COPPER 

THE NEW COLLECTION EROM JIM LAWRENCE 


Call: 01473 826931 


LIGHTING & HOME 




Call 

01473 826931 


1 


FOR A FREE 

Brochure 


Experience the full range at www.jim-lawrence.co.uk 
Visit our showroom: The Ironworks, Lady Lane, Hadleigh, Suffolk IP7 6BQ 


